
A Living Legacy
Phil Page ‘70 Retires

LINCOLN ACADEMY

FALL 2025



 FALL 2025     1

CO N T E N TS 
2	  A Letter from the Head of School
4	  Phil Page ‘70: Last Year of a Legend
10	  Bridget Wright Shines Her Light
14 	 Elias Bassett ‘25: Getting Along  
	  from Palatine Hill to Los Angeles
16	  Alumni Profile: Christina Powell ‘03
18	  Graduation 2025
20	  2025 Alumni Banquet  
22	  Alumni Awards & Sports Hall of  
	  Fame

24	  Community Based Learning  
	  Experiences at Lincoln Academy  
26	  Annual Report of Contributions
34	  Updates from the Hill
38	  Class Notes
46  In Memoriam
48  Plan Your Reunion/Save the Dates

L I N CO L N  A C A D E MY  L E A D E RS H I P  T E A M
Head of School - Jeffrey S. Burroughs 
Chief Financial and Operating Officer - Wendy Corlett 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Kelley Duffy 
Director of Community Engagement and Development - Heather D'Ippolito 
Director of Career and Academic Counseling - Annie Edwards 
Director of Admissions - Katy Nicketakis 
Dean of Students - Jake Abbott 
Director of Applied Learning - Maya Crosby 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N TS
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journalism, as well as for printing this magazine.

Go Eagles!
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-Kate Mess, Aerie Designer/Art, Design, & Metalsmithing Teacher

Cover photo: Phil Page ‘70 and the LA Jeep. Inset: Lincoln Academy, in collaboration with Heartwood Regional Theater 
brought Into the Woods to the Parker Poe Theater stage in the fall of 2025.
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As I enter my seventh year as Head of 
School, I am aware that I have outlasted 
the  average tenure of my 43 predeces-
sors. The longer I remain, the greater my 
conviction that my most important role 
is as a steward of this institution, its his-
tory and tradition.   

Understanding our past is more than 
just fodder for history buffs: it is an es-
sential tool in upholding the values of 
this institution. Mr. Page has always 
understood this, and we can learn from 
him. As we move closer to our anniver-
sary and honor the legacy of Mr. Page, I 
believe it is incumbent upon all of us to 

learn from our past to inform our future.  
Each year–each decade–brings change, 
challenge, success, and victory. With the 
long legacy of Lincoln Academy in mind, 
we all–board members, faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni–must remain respon-
sive to and reflective of the community 
we serve. 

Over the next 12 months we will work 
on a strategic plan, setting our sights on 
the next decade. These plans will guide us 
toward continued stewardship, following 
in the footsteps of those school leaders 
who penned our history in that original 
leather-bound book. We look forward to 
celebrating our 225th anniversary with 
some fanfare–maybe cake!–as well as oth-
er celebrations and conversation. Most 
importantly, we will celebrate through 
our commitment stewarding this incred-
ible school in our daily actions. Actions 
anchored in our history, informed and 
shaped by events of our nation and world 
will forge pathways forward by providing 
needed context for decisions our students 
will face in their future.

This fall we have set a strong course for-
ward, yet we are not without headwinds. 
The market for boarding students has 
taken several successive hits, includ-

ing the pandemic and an increasingly 
challenging geopolitical environment. 
I am deeply appreciative of our current 
boarding families for believing in the 
strength of an education in the Unit-
ed States enough to send their children 
to our sleepy and safe little corner of 
Maine. I am equally appreciative of our 
day student families who chose Lincoln 
this year. The two populations provide a 
wonderful backdrop for a high school ex-
perience that is grounded in community, 
global in vision, and rich in opportunity. 

We are grateful for the cultural, ethnic, 
religious, and socio-economic differences 
that provide a rich environment for edu-
cation, and for the multigenerational lo-
cal community who remain fiercely loyal 
to Lincoln Academy. I feel that support 
every day, and it makes me incredibly 
grateful to steward this school through 
this chapter in our long and storied his-
tory. 

Jeffrey S. Burroughs 
Head of School

seen in the “History of Lincoln Acade-
my” published on our 200th anniversa-
ry. This volume recounts the long legacy 
of stewardship. The book lists of Heads 
of School, trustees, and faculty, and the 
pages are filled with pictures and words 
from generations of students that have 
passed through fabled red brick walls of 
our proud institution. 

I am personally reminded of this history 
as I walk down the hall from the original 
building into the Annex, the school’s first 
expansion, added in 1898. This two-sto-
ry addition now holds the library, CAC 
offices, and faculty room. My walk is 
framed by pictures of our earliest classes, 
beginning with the class of 1878, and in-
cludes a photocopy of the founding char-
ter nestled among the early 20th-century 
photos. I recently discovered that the 
framed photocopy has a certificate of au-
thenticity from 1945 on the back–surely 
one of the earliest photocopies of a doc-
ument that size! 

Barely a month goes by without a piece 
of LA history coming through our doors: 
alumni and their descendants bring us 
old dance cards, graduation programs, 
wool baseball uniforms, class photos, 
school trip pictures, and diplomas from 
every era. 

One piece of history that recently sur-
faced is a leather-bound book containing 
notes and minutes from early Lincoln 
Academy board meetings. The book in-
cludes a log of trustees and their tenure, 
often noting when each member passed 
away. 

The first entry, written in fading foun-
tain pen with the elegant scrolled letters 
of the day, makes note of the 1845 fire 
that destroyed a number of buildings on 
the “Nobleboro side of the Damariscotta 
bridge village,” including the office of the 
then-board secretary where the records 

were stored. This account was attested 
to, signed, and witnessed by a justice of 
peace. These are what we believe to be 
the oldest remaining records of Lincoln 
Academy’s history. 

The first two meetings recorded in that 
book took place in Captain John Bor-
land’s house, now Borland Hall, more 
than 20 years before Captain Borland 
joined the board of trustees, and almost 
50 years before his wife donated the 
house to the school to become the resi-
dence for Lincoln’s Head of School. In 
those first few lines of the school’s new 
history, the board tasked one of its mem-
bers with securing a copy of the original 
charter and the 1830s By-laws.

I am struck by the formality of this first 
recorded meeting, the obligation to doc-
ument what had happened, and the im-
perative to acknowledge that those losses 
were more than just buildings and ma-
terials, but essential parts of the school’s 
history. Perhaps it was a recognition that 
with so much lost in its first 50 years of 
the school, preserving the next chapter 
of Lincoln Academy’s history was even 
more critical for these stewards of school. 
After all, how can we know where we are 
going without a firm understanding of 
our past?

225 YEARS OF STEWARDSHIP
A Letter from the Head of School

As Lincoln Academy approaches its 
225th anniversary, I can’t help re-

flecting that this school is only 25 years 
younger than the country itself. I often 
wonder what those early days were like, 
when the nation was in its infancy and 
Maine was still 19 years away from state-
hood.

Much of what we know about these early 
days is limited due to the loss of records 
incurred during two fires. First, in 1827 
the original school house on River Road 
burned to the ground, and with it the 
first three decades of the school’s histo-
ry. Less than 20 years later the historical 
record of the school was again impacted 
when a building where documents were 
stored went up in flames as a fire swept 
through the downtown in 1845.

Surviving two fires in the its 45 years of 
existence makes the school's 225-year 
milestone all the more impressive. Being 
careful custodians of the history and tra-
dition of the school has been important 
to successive generations of leadership as 

Jeffrey S. Burroughs is in his seventh year, Lincoln 
Academy's 44th Head of School.

The oldest surviving records of Lincoln Academy are in 
this leather-bound book that the trustees used to re-
cord the history of the academy shortly after the 1845 
fire that destroyed earlier papers.

The first entry in the original record book dated 
May 21, 1845.

Lincoln Academy will celebrate its 225th anniversary in 2026. The school was chartered in 1801 and moved to its current Academy Hill location in 1829.
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“I told him, ‘I’m sorry, Phil, we are not 
going to be able to honor that request,’” 
Burroughs recalls. “‘You mean too much 
to too many people.’”

Anyone who has known Mr. Lincoln 
Academy during his long career knows 
how synonymous his career is with the 
school itself. Almost every school tra-
dition, from those cheers, to black and 
white on Fridays, to the Homecoming 
parade, to fierce Winter Carnival rival-
ries between classes, to keeping alive the 
words of the school song, has been in-
vented or upheld–or both–by Mr. Page 
over the last four decades.

Page began his LA career as a student 
in the late 1960s. He was a three-sport 
athlete in cross country, basketball, and 

track, and in 1970 he received the Bal-
four Award, given to the school’s top 
athlete. He went on to the University of 
Southern Maine, where he studied polit-
ical science and competed in basketball 
and track, and also where he met his 
wife, Gail.

After college Page began teaching social 
studies and coaching basketball at Me-
domak Valley High School, where he 
stayed for eight years. “I was lucky to be 
at Medomak at a great time, and to work 
with Coach Art Dyer. I learned most of 
what I know about running a basketball 
program from Art.”

While still teaching at Medomak in the 
early 1980s, Page was hired to coach boys 
JV basketball at Lincoln, and in 1984 LA 

lured him away from Medomak with a 
full time position teaching social studies 
and coaching varsity basketball. “I re-
turned to Lincoln and got to coach here 
during one of the greatest decades ever 
for Lincoln Academy athletics. I was just 
so fortunate to coach alongside cham-
pionship coaches Jeff Bradbury, Dan 
Pinkham, Dan Day, Paula Roberts, Nan 
Justice, and Bill Hammer,” he recalls.

He spent the next 40 years in a variety 
of positions at LA: teaching social studies 
and wellness, coaching basketball, soft-
ball and baseball. He served as Athletic 
Director and Assistant Athletic Director. 
He founded the summer basketball pro-
gram and Eighth Grade Basketball Tour-
naments, both still active today. He ran 
the LA Pride Program, which kept alive 
many of Lincoln’s great school-spirit 
traditions, including the Faculty Shield 
Competition, Students of the Month 
Program, Homecoming, and Winter 
Carnival. 

“He is a living archive of school history,” 
said Burroughs. “When I have a question 
about something that happened in the 
school’s past, the first person I turn to is 
Phil. There is a reason we call him ‘Mr. 
LA.’”

“That nickname is a real thing,” said Kev-
in Feltis ‘89, a member of the 1989 bas-
ketball team that Mr. Page coached to a 
state championship, as well as the varsity 
girls coach from 2011 to 2023. “Kids re-

spect him. When he speaks, they listen.”

“Having Coach Page as a teacher was 
an amazing opportunity, I feel he truly 
shaped me as a high school student try-
ing to figure out what direction to go in 
in life,.” recalls Bob Plourde '89, who 
knew Page when he was in high school 
and currently serves on the Alumni 
Council with him. “I wasn’t a great stu-
dent; I wasn’t a student athlete, but Mr. 
Page made me feel I was just as import-
ant as any of the others.”

“When I think of LA, the very first per-
son that comes to mind is Mr. Page,” said 
current senior Maggie Thompson. “He’s 
earned the title of ‘Mr. Lincoln Academy’ 
by uplifting students and overall school 
spirit each day. He’s at every athletic 
event, and knows our school history like 
the back of his hand.”

“He’s been the heartbeat of the school for 
40 years,” said Donovan York ‘83, who 
just missed playing basketball for Page in 
high school, but went on to coach at Lin-
coln for 30 years. “When I think of LA, I 
think of Phil, plain and simple.”

With classic humility, Mr. Page is reluc-
tant to talk about his own legacy, but he 
is proud of the ways in which he has been 

able to make an impact by giving back to 
the school he loves. 

This impact includes keeping school his-
tory alive. It includes class gifts over many 
years, a tradition he encouraged every 
year, and executed with particular dedi-
cation in the classes he co-advised with 
World Languages teacher Alison Welch. 
Those class gifts are visible around cam-
pus, and include the granite sign that still 
stands in front of the school (a gift of the 
Class of 2002) as well as benches, pro-
jectors, signs, and other improvements to 
buildings and grounds. “Each class I was 
the advisor to gave a gift worth $5000-
$6000 to the school,” he recalls. “I feel 

Last Year

Phil Page in the early years (Lincolnian yearbook 
photo).

Phil Page ‘70
“There is no 

better compass 
than 

compassion“

“The greatest 
kindness is 

acceptance.“

Any Lincoln Academy student in the last four 
decades can hear the cheer echoing through the 
Nelson Bailey gymnasium. And leading the chant 
can only be one voice. Dressed in a vintage 
varsity jacket, often with two pairs of glasses 
perched on his black and white baseball cap. 

You can see him now, can’t you? 
It’s Phil Page: Coach, teacher, spirit leader, class of 1970 graduate. 

Mr. Lincoln Academy.

“We Are!”“We Are!”
“LA!”“LA!”

“We Are!”“We Are!”
“LA!”“LA!”

Mr. Page and the LA Jeep have continued to show up for school celebrations since his retirement, including for 
2025 Homecoming and the firetruck welcome for the State Championship tennis team.

of a Legend

Quotes of the Week
Mr. Page's Quotes of the Week encapsu-
late his philosophy as an educator: This 
isn't that complicated: Be kind. Work 
hard. Include everyone. 

When Phil Page told Lincoln Acad-
emy Head of School Jeff Burroughs 
he planned to retire in the spring of 
2025, Page figured he could just walk 
away quietly. “I don’t want any fuss,” 
he insisted to Burroughs. “I just want 
to finish the year as usual, and then 
be done.”

by Jenny Mayher
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pretty proud of that.”

The contributions that are less measur-
able: the traditions, the culture of positive 
school spirit and good sportsmanship are 
harder for him to claim credit for. “My 
job just evolved over time,” he recalled. 
“The Pride Program mushroomed into 
so many different things, and all of them 
connected me with so many people, both 
in and outside of the school.”

The Quote of the Week tradition started 
decades ago, when Page started coming 
up with inspirational quotes and giving 
out gift cards to reward students who 
could recite the quote to him in the 
hallway. “Then seven or eight years ago 
I started giving $2 bills instead of gift 
cards, and the kids really ate that up.” 
One of his favorite memories was when 
Roze Mekelenkamp '18, an internation-
al student from the Netherlands, was on 
her way home, and her parents were on 
campus for a tour. “She ran up and said, 
‘Mr. Page, I never got a $2 bill!’ I didn’t 
have one in my pocket, so I jumped in 

my car and drove all the way to the bank, 
and then came back and asked her for 
the quote. She knew it, and took that $2 
bill home with her.”

In the early 2000s Page added Spir-
it Week activities and competitions 
to Homecoming weekend, which was 
started by the Alumni Council in 1993. 
“Other schools were doing Spirit Week 
before Homecoming, and I thought we 
should try that too. It really took off 
from there.” 

Homecoming week is a defining high 
school experience for generations of LA 
students. “It builds a foundation for stu-
dents to get involved in the communi-
ty during high school,” said Hamilton 
Pierpan ‘26, this year’s Student Body 
President. “It is a great way for students, 
especially freshmen, to learn about LA 
traditions.”

Classmate Helen Duffy agrees. “Home-
coming sets a tone for how the rest of the 
year is going to go,” she said. “It’s a great 
introduction to what LA is really like.”

In addition to spearheading student tra-
ditions, Page has become a central orga-
nizing force in fundraising through the 
Boosters and Alumni Council. He joined 
the Alumni Council in 2014, and he 
took on the responsibility for planning 
various events, including the annual 
Booster Auction and Alumni Banquet. 

“Phil has a deep appreciation for the 
multi-generational community that 
wraps around Lincoln Academy,” said 
Director of Community Engagement 
and Development Heather D’Ippolito. 
“He knows that it takes a village to sup-
port our young people, and he takes that 
very seriously. His ability to maintain 
connections spanning decades of alumni 
is so admirable–and also greatly benefits 
the school, both in his organizing efforts 
and his own philanthropy through the 
Page Family Scholarship and other do-
nations.”

But while he has been an impact player 
when it comes to fundraising, Page’s true 
legacy is on students. Over four decades, 
several generations of alumni and current 
students–old and young, athletes and 
non-athletes–adore him.

“By the time many students get to LA, 
they have already heard about Mr. Page,” 
said Donovan York. “Some have met him 
through youth basketball, and others 
hear about him from their parents who 
also went to LA. His reputation crosses 
the generations.”

“I love that Mr. Page is always around, 
talking to students,” said Helen Duffy. 
“He remembers what people are in-
volved with, and he makes an effort to 
say hello to every student and ask specifi-
cally about the things they do, how their 
sports season or club is going.”

Alison Welch, who served as co-advisor 
with Page for 31 years before she retired 
in 2024, echoed that observation. “He 
knows a ton of kids by name, and he gen-
uinely connects with them. Not because 
it’s part of his job but because he truly 
and sincerely cares about people.”

One of Page’s legacies is teaching stu-
dents manners in how they ask for a 
Lincoln Academy Homecoming favor. 
Students are expected to ask, ‘Mr Page 
… may I please have a 2025 Lincoln 
Academy Homecoming favor?’ followed 
by a thank you. In awarding Page the 
Class of 1971 Excellence and Impact 
Award at 2025 graduation, Burroughs 
said, “thanks to Mr. Page, the class of 
2025 will always be reminded to make 
eye contact, ask politely, and say thank 
you in a personal and meaningful way. 
At a time seemingly bereft of civility and 
courtesy, this simple but exacting inter-
action holds a life lesson for everyone.”  

“My appreciation for Phil really began 
while watching basketball games with 
him,” said Burroughs. “We would lean 
on the wall by the door and everyone: 
players, coaches, alumni, referees, had 
a warm greeting for him and he knew 

Mr. Page giving the 2025 Baccalaureate address.

“Seek respect, 
not attention. 

It lasts 
longer.“

“Phil’s greatest legacy may be the net-
work of coaches that lead back to him,” 
said Donovan York ‘83. “I meet people 
all the time who played for him and 
went on to coach. If you could make a 
chart with Phil in the center and draw 
lines to all the players he has worked with 
over the years that have been inspired to 
coach, you would have this big network 
of people coaching at all levels, from lo-
cal youth basketball to DI.” 

York himself hoped to play for Page 
when he was in high school. “I missed 
him by one year,” said York. “I graduat-
ed from Lincoln in 1983, and Phil came 
over from Medomak the next year. But 
my goal in college was to coach with 
him after I graduated, and luckily that 
worked out.” York interned with Page as 
part of his coaching certificate program, 
and started coaching the LA freshman 
team in 1991 while teaching at the Bris-
tol Consolidated School. “I was on his 
bench for the next four years,” recalls 
York. “Those were incredible learning 
years. My whole coaching philosophy is 
based on Phil’s.”

What is that coaching philosophy? De-
fense first. Learn your fundamentals. Re-
lentlessly pressure your opponent. Work 

harder than anyone else. Run, and run. 
And run. 

Kevin Feltis ‘89 played for Page on the 
1989 team that Phil coached to LA’s only 
State Championship in the last 40 years. 
Feltis describes Page’s coaching style as, 
“no nonsense. If there was a practice at 5 
pm, you were expected to arrive at 4:30 
and be warmed up, changed, do ball han-
dling in the basement or the lobby, and 
be ready to hit the floor at 5. There was 
no straggling in at 5:01 and tying your 
sneakers.”

Feltis returned to Lincoln Academy as a 
coach in 2011, and coached varsity girls 
basketball for 11 years. “I would say that 
my philosophy, as well as a high percent-
age of the things that I ran in practice, 
and the plays we used were straight from 
Coach Page.” 

Another coach in Page’s network is Brie 
Wajer ‘17, who played basketball at LA 
for both Donovan York and Kevin Fel-
tis, and went on to play Division I bas-
ketball at Villanova University. Since 
she finished college, Wajer has become 
a college coach, and is currently coach-
ing at Eastern Kentucky University, a DI 
school. “Coach Page has made a lasting 

impact on my life,” she said. “In high 
school he pushed me to be my best, not 
just as an athlete but as a person. He 
showed me what true leadership looked 
like: patience, accountability, and heart. 
Now as a coach myself I carry his lessons 
and quotes into everything I do. The way 
he has led, served, and invested in the 
people of our community is something 
I strive to do with my athletes and the 
community I’m in every day.”

Feltis often called on his former coach for 
support and advice during his years as a 
coach. “I was fortunate that Coach Page 
was there. He’s a voice of reason; a guy 
that isn’t afraid to tell you the things you 
might have missed. I asked him to come 
in and help with my teams over the years, 
and he never said no. When he came to 
practice, his voice was the same as it was 
in high school–it gave me chills.

“He was so respected by the athletes, and 
I always told the kids they would work 
harder for him than they work for me. 
And they did. He just commands re-
spect. The kids know that he is coming 
from a good place. He wants you to be a 
better person when you are done talking 
to him.”

A Coaching Legacy

Phil Page in his first year as a full time teacher 
and varsity basketball coach, 1984-85

The 1989 State Champion boys basketball team. Back row from left: Leslie Pinkam, Robin Stanley, Jason McKen-
ney, Darren York, Justin Day, Mike Anderson, Matt Cohen, Peter McDaniel, Jordy Belknap, Coach Page. Front row 
from left: Brad Sewell, Eddie Knipping, Chris McKenney, Kyle O'Brien, Deering Genthner, Jon Pinkham, Kevin Feltis, 
Adam Wheeler.

“Defense first. Learn your fundamentals. Relentlessly pressure your opponent. 
Work harder than anyone else. Run, and run. And run. 

“Think of  
many things, 

do one.“
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Lincoln County Publishing Company

Scott Budde & Chary Cole
Christine Wajer ‘85 
Brie M. Wajer ‘17

Briceson Henny ‘90

Donovan York ‘83
Andria Deitrick P'26

Paula ‘75 and Christopher ‘74 Roberts
Taylor Holmes ‘18

Bob ‘89 and Lynne ‘92 Plourde

Contributions to Phil Page ‘70  
Retirement Party

Paula Roberts ‘75 created questions 
and led a special edition of Phil Page 
Trivia for those in attendance.

Rob Hunt ‘96 recalls being mentored 
by Page in high school.

Recipients of the Class of 1971 Excellence & Im-
pact Award. Mary Martha Collins ‘64, Phil Page ‘70, 
Alison Welch, and Michael Johnson.

Donovan York ‘83 remembers 30 years 
of coaching with Phil Page.

Brie ‘17, CJ, and Chrissy ‘85 Wajer.Bob Plourde ‘89 dressed as Page for 
the celebration.

Phil Page graciously receives a standing ovation at his retirement party in June of 2025.

The week  
after 2025 graduation 
a committee of alumni and staff threw a party 
that brought together some of Phil’s favorite tra-
ditions: a chicken barbecue, of course, honoring 
the decades of Homecoming chicken barbeques 
that found Page standing over a hot grill next to 
fellow alumni Briceson Henny ‘90, Bob Plourde 
‘89, and others, and speeches about Phil. Col-
leagues from other schools, alumni that Page 
taught and coached, parents, and colleagues, all 
showed up to pay their respects to Coach Page.

Andria and Julia Deitrick ‘26 presented 
Page with a memory book.

Page with his wife Gail and their children and 
grandchildren.

them well. Based on those relationships, 
I could see his influence on generations 
of alumni.” 

It’s no accident that Page watches the 
games from that particular corner of 
the gym, which is next to the Student 
Section at home games. Burroughs has 
come to count on Page to reinforce good 
sportsmanship among both players and 
fans at LA sporting events. “Just his pres-
ence alone reminds the kids to be on 
their best behavior.”

“He sets a standard for positive engage-
ment with the community throughout 
the school, and kids really admire his 
example,” said Kelley Duffy, Lincoln 
Academy’s Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction. After his retirement, “it’s go-
ing to take a lot of us to step up and fill 
those big shoes.”

When Page walked in the gym, the entire 

community gave him a standing ovation.

“I remember watching him be overcome 
with the magnitude of support, but in 
typical Phil fashion, he refused to make 
it about himself. He was self-deprecat-
ing, and pointed to everyone else,” said 
Burroughs.“He went right into his reg-
ular routine of modeling school spirit, 
teaching kids the traditional LA cheers. 
He was both uncomfortable and deep-
ly moved at the same time. Still, you 
could see how important this was to 
him. Looking back I am so glad we did 
it right, and made that celebration about 
the whole community, which is what he 
cares most about.”

“We pulled it off,” said Heather D’Ip-
polito, Director of Community Engage-
ment and Development. “I know Phil 
didn’t want to make a fuss, but what 
choice did we have? He literally embod-
ies the spirit of this school, and we owed 
it to the community as a whole to send 
him off in style.”

The graduating class selected Page as 
their Baccalaureate speaker, and he in-
corporated a decade of Quotes of the 
Week into his speech, calling on students 

to recite quotes back to him–which they 
did. Never one to miss a history les-
son, he also read from Carl Hilton ‘24’s 
Alumni Banquet address to the Class of 
1975, entitled “If you Have the Courage 
to Endure.” 

This fall, the Lincoln Academy commu-
nity is settling in without daily appear-
ances by Mr. Page. His legacy is every-
where, however: Quote of the Week, 
Pride Cards, Students of the Month, 
wearing black and white on Fridays. And 
he is not altogether gone.

Mr. Page has been on campus for games 
and meets, stepping in to act as a ball boy, 
substitute, and, of course, to teach stu-
dents the LA cheers, which he led both 
in the gym and from the Spirit Float at 
the Homecoming Parade.

“He was here for us every step of the way 
during Homecoming,” said Dean of Stu-
dents Jake Abbott. “Since it happens in 
September, it really matters in setting the 
tone and culture for the entire year. No-
body sets tone and culture like Mr. Page.”

“There will never be another Mr. LA,” 
said Kevin Feltis. “We have to adopt his 
philosophies. Speak of his values early 
and often. We have to keep the good 
feeling–the honest and truthful feeling of 
what he believes in–alive.”

And lucky for us, he is still just a phone 
call away. 

“Happiness 
begins when 
selfishness 

ends.“

Phil Page entering the gym for his first retirement celebration, when every student and staff person wore a 
t-shirt with his face on it.

The words to the school 
song were rewritten and 
read in unison at Page's 
retirement party.

A Sendoff Fit for 
“Mr LA”

After Page’s retirement was announced, 
farewell celebrations began in an all-
school assembly during 2025 Winter 
Carnival, when Burroughs held Page in 
his office while the entire school pulled 
off an unwieldy but impressive surprise. 
With the help of Bob ‘89 and Lynne 
‘92 Plourde and their apparel business, 
Coastal Locker Room, every student and 
staff member donned a t-shirt decorated 
with Mr. Page’s face. 
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Bridget Wright is not 
a noun; she’s a verb. 
As someone who has always wanted to 
be a teacher, “and that’s not hyperbole,” 
Bridget has been refining her particular 
brand of colorful rigor to English class-
rooms since graduating from undergrad 
14 years ago and has elevated LA’s teach-
ing of reading, writing, and reflection.

Bridget was chosen as the 2025 Lincoln 
County Teacher of the Year. This honor 
fixes a spotlight on both Bridget’s dy-
namic teaching practice and the vibrant 
educational container within which she 

works here at Lincoln. 

Since her hire in 2022, Bridget has in-
vigorated the Civil Rights Club as their 
advisor, inspired international students 
as a dorm parent, and developed and 
implemented a full-time Writing Center 
serving and staffed by Lincoln’s own stu-
dents. She is also widely known for her 
skill with spreadsheets and as a knitter, 
baker, and wearer of bright, handmade 
clothing. Bridget has shared her love of 
handicrafts in numerous Lincoln Acad-
emy Flexible Learning Blocks (FLBs), 
during which teachers create opportu-
nities to share fun and supportive activ-

ities with students. Her ability to create 
a culture of intentional learning that 
welcomes all students reminds us of the 
reverberating impacts of good teaching.

Like many working in education today, 
Bridget has worn a lot of hats: member 
and secretary of the Maine Council for 
English Language Arts, and at Foxcroft 
Academy, English Department Chair, 
as well as NEASC committee chair and 
Leadership Team member. At LA, Bridget 
serves on the Faculty Governance Com-
mittee for teacher certification. “The year 
I started teaching was also my first year 
as a dorm parent. I’ve had the opportu-

nity to be a dorm parent at two schools, 
including Lincoln. It taught me that the 
teenage experience is often the same, re-

gardless of what country you were raised 
in.” Bridget’s ability to serve in a variety 
of roles demonstrates both her commit-

ment to community, as well as her 
versatility as a professional. Now, 
as Lincoln County Teacher of the 
Year, Bridget says “It’s all about be-
ing a voice and an advocate.” One 
of the tasks assigned to Bridget’s co-
hort of County Teachers of the Year 
is to establish a message and project 
that they will work on throughout 
their tenure. Aligned with Bridget’s 
connected manner of serving, her 
cohort has “chosen to focus on the 
idea that great communities make 
great schools, and great schools 
make great communities.”

Bridget’s Maine Teacher of the Year 
Finalist school visit was the culmi-
nation of several months of rigor-
ous preparation in the form of essay 
submissions, presentations, group 
discussions and interviews, and 
featured a selection of representa-
tives from the State Review Panel, 
the Teacher of the Year Program 
Coordinator, and Legacy Teach-

ers of the Year. These professionals ob-
served Bridget teaching two classes and 
met with groups of faculty, students, and 
parents. The experience was overwhelm-
ingly positive and, at times, emotional. 
“The parent and community panel spoke 
emphatically to her influence not only 
in individual student growth, but also in 
advancing practices such as grading and 
peer review through the Writing Center. 
They also highlighted her creative ap-
proach to teaching—meeting students 
where they are and guiding them toward 
growth and confidence,” said Trish Jo-
nason, Executive Assistant to the Head 
of School and proud LA parent. Kelley 
Duffy, Director of Curriculum, noted 
that “it was clear that the visiting team 
already understood how amazing Brid-
get is and that they were really enjoying 
learning more about the context of her 
work.” 

The visit concluded with a celebration of 
both Bridget’s immense contributions to 
Lincoln Academy and the learning com-
munity that empowers such innovative 
teaching to thrive. Bridget credits the 
supportive team and students at LA with 

A Foundation of 
Excellence
Becoming County Teacher of the Year is no 
small endeavor. To qualify, teachers must 
meet several eligibility standards, includ-
ing teaching for a minimum of five years, 
three of which are in Maine; holding the 
appropriate professional certification for the 
position in which they are teaching; and be 
actively teaching students at fifty percent of 
the workday when they are nominated and 
during their recognition year.  They must 
also meet specific criteria, including demon-
strating expertise in their field and equi-
tably advancing student growth, building 
collaborative relationships with colleagues, 
students, and families; and expressing them-
selves in an engaging and clear manner and 
sharing the “lived classroom experience to a 
variety of audiences.”

by Chelsea Scott

Bridget Wright has been teaching English at Lincoln Academy since 2022. She is the 2025 Lincoln County Teacher of the Year and a finalist for the Maine Teacher of the 
Year.

Shines Her Light

Bridget Wright

LINCOLN COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR REFLECTS ON THE AWARD, 
THE PROCESS, AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR LINCOLN ACADEMY
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The first cohort of Writing Center mentors, trained by Bridget Wright in the fall of 2024. Back row from left: 
Micah Bassett ‘27, Elias Bassett ‘25, Huckleberry Huber-Rees ‘26, Jayden Brown ‘25, Nathanael Clark ‘26. Front 
row from left: Ms. Wright, Eleri Jordan ‘26, Reese Achorn ‘26, Caroline Allan ‘27, and Lilly Rosa ‘25

helping make this experience possible: 
“I wouldn’t be part of this process and a 
finalist without the room to experiment 
and grow, and that’s only possible with 
the support of my colleagues and admin-
istrators and the participation and enthu-
siasm of my students.”

Bridget engaged in one final interview 
with the Commissioners of Education, 
which did not have bearing on the fi-
nal judgement, before the Maine State 
Teacher of the Year announcement. 
While this honor was awarded to another 
teacher on October 16, Duffy reminds us 
that “the fact that Bridget made it to fi-
nalist is evidence of her exceptional work 
as a teacher and her tremendous value to 
this community. It took a lot of effort to 
reach this stage and I’m so glad to see her 
work and her talents recognized.” 

Bridget is glad to have been a part of such 
a transformative experience, saying, “it’s 
been a great reminder that what I preach 
to students is true: reflection and growth 
go hand-in-hand. Learning doesn’t hap-

pen when you’re stagnant, it 
happens when you’re taking 
risks, getting outside of your 
comfort zone, and reflecting 
on your experiences and choic-
es. The same is true of teach-
ing.” She’s grateful to have 
gotten to know “15 wonderful 
teachers from around the state. 

Good teaching, like good writing, 
can’t happen in a vacuum.”

Looking forward, Bridget has no 
shortage of exciting projects on the 
horizon. She and two other LA En-
glish teachers are partnering with 
Darling Marine Research Center 
this October as part of their River 
Stories initiative, which will feature 
a day of activities on site at the es-
tuary with the purpose of inspiring 
creative writing about the natural 
world. Along with a handful of col-
leagues, Bridget is also piloting a 
process-based grading system based 
on the work of Sarah Zerwin and 
continuing to grow the Writing 
Center. We hope she’s also enjoying 
some well-deserved rest and time to 
craft.

It’s About the 
Journey
Once nominated, Bridget’s application pro-
cess included writing and submitting two 
application essays, obtaining three letters 
of recommendation, a resume, and another 
essay for County semi-finalists, and for Coun-
ty Finalists, an interview for Lincoln County 
Teacher of the Year on Zoom, and submit-
ting a ten-minute video of her teaching and 
a reflection. For Semi-Finalists, Bridget pre-
sented a mock keynote speech, participated 
in an experts panel on educational equity, 
and provided two more essays alongside a 
portfolio, bio, and list of professional asso-
ciations. The finalist portion occurred at LA 
with a school site visit and a final interview 
with representatives from the State Review 
Panel, the Teacher of the Year Program Co-
ordinator, Legacy Teachers of the Year, and 
the Commissioner of Education. For more 
information on eligibility and criteria, visit 
https://www.mainetoy.org/.

Maine’s History 
of Recognizing 
Teachers
Maine’s tradition of awarding teachers of 
the year originated in 1954 and benefits 
nominee’s school communities in varied 
ways. Bridget is now one of several dedicat-
ed teachers who have won Lincoln County 
Teachers of the Year, including Great Salt 
Bay’s Chris Coleman and Jennifer Wright. 
As Kelley Duffy explained during the Finalist 
process, “The piece that excites me the most 
about Bridget being Teacher of the Year is 
that it would give Bridget the opportunity to 
be an advocate for teachers and for excellent 
teaching practice. Since Bridget has been at 
LA, I have often turned to her as an exem-
plar of creative thinking and responsive, 
rigorous teaching. I would love for her to 
share her professional expertise with more 
people.” Although Bridget was not selected 
as State Teacher of the Year, the networking 
opportunities and spotlight on what excel-
lent teaching can look like at Lincoln gener-
ated a wider audience for Bridget’s example 
of innovative practice.

The Lincoln Academy Writing Center

Bridget teaches English I and Honors English II as well as the Writing Center elective.

BRIDGET WRIGHT FOUNDED THE LINCOLN ACADEMY 
WRITING CENTER IN 2024. 

The Writing Center in Action. Bridget Wright (in a sweater she knit herself) and fellow English teacher 
Brenda Sawyer bring together English I students with Writing Center Coaches to practice conferencing. 
This helps students become comfortable with the peer editing model and gives Writing Center Coaches 
some practice.

The Writing Center trains students to become writing coaches for their peers. After a trimester of training, writing 
center coaches make themselves available to help other students conference on everything from lab reports to col-
lege essays. Coaches are available during study halls and Flexible Learning Block to help any student with writing 
assignments for any class or project.

A writing conference between writing center coach Milo Small '28 and 
MacKenzie McDonald '29.
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I spent a lot of time at Lincoln Acade-
my in the performing arts program, 

specifically film and theater with Griff 
Braley. Through theater, I learned the 
intricacies of acting and storytelling, and 
found a deeper love for literature. This 
experience also allowed me to tap my 
biggest love in the world: film. 

I learned the basics of film through class-
es at LA, and was inspired to push myself 
into more difficult projects, which I un-
dertook with Griff’s help. In my junior 
year this culminated in my biggest film 
project to this point: a feature-length 
film called Getting Along, based on a 
screenplay that I wrote. Griff directed the 

project, and I served as assistant director 
and co-editor. That film turned into a 
yearlong project that was the culminat-
ing LA performing arts production of the 
2023-24 school year. 

I have always loved watching and mak-
ing films, and Getting Along was a huge 
stepping stone in my dream of being a 
screenwriter. It taught me the in-depth 
process required to build a creative proj-
ect of that size: I learned to plan, create, 
and problem solve. Most importantly, I 
learned how to work collaboratively with 
others. That film premiered to a sold-out 
audience at Lincoln Theater in June of 
2024.

During my senior year, I felt ready to 
lead my own project, and On Palatine 
Hill was born.

It started like a lot of films probably do: 
a script that you never intend to actually 
produce. One winter Saturday, I caught 
an idea for a story. A collection of scenes 
grew into a narrative about three distant 
brothers gathering to carry out the last 
wishes of their dead father. As I wrote, I 
felt the spark of something meaningful, 
and by the end of that Saturday, I put the 

last period on my rough draft.

The script evolved over the next few 
months as I became obsessed with the 
idea of turning this into an actual film. 
I reached out to two of my best friends 
and fellow filmmakers, Eli Melanson ‘25 
and Annalise Garnett ‘24, who had ap-
prenticed in cinematography as part of 
the Getting Along project the year before, 
when David Martinez was brought on by 
Heartwood Theater to build that film. 
The three of us cemented the script and 
entered pre-production. I can’t pretend 
to know anything about cameras and 
lighting, but Eli and Annalise do, so to-
gether we picked out equipment to rent 
in the month of May to shoot the film.

The part of pre-production I felt most 
comfortable with was working with ac-
tors. In March, I picked out my A-Team: 
Tim Cunningham, a local actor and LA 
parent, was cast as the father, the only 
role I specifically wrote with an actor in 
mind. For the brothers I needed three ac-
tors who had chemistry and could also 
hold a scene in their own right. I found 
Joe Lugosch ‘08 (as Thomas), Cameron 
Kinney (as Caleb), and Benno Hennig 
‘24 (as Adam), who have proved many 
times how talented they are on stage. 
Their dynamic proved to be electric: 
they balanced each other’s mannerisms 
and personalities perfectly. At times, I 
completely believed they were brothers. 
I knew I wanted local actor Teralyn Re-

iter to play the 
mother. For the 
lawyer, I enlisted 
the help of LA 
parent and bread 
connoisseur Der-
ek DeGeer, who 
could have fooled 
you if he told you 
this wasn’t his 
first time acting. 
Together, they 
formed a small 
but electric en-
semble.

Cast set, I need-
ed a crew. Natalie 
Friel ‘28 stepped 
on as Assistant 
Director. Noah 

Garnett ‘27 joined to capture sound–a 
skill that amazes me. Sophia Scott ‘25, an 
accomplished singer-songwriter and film 
composer, came on to do the score. Oth-
er people who helped bring the project to 
life include Reese Achorn ‘26, Anna Lu-
pien ‘25, Dylan Burmeis-
ter ‘25, Micah Bassett 
‘27, Anderson Pierpan 
‘26, Felix Cunningham 
‘26, Franny DeGeer ‘27, 
and Oliver Jonason ‘27. 

We shot the film in the 
last week of May at two 
primary locations: a 
farmhouse and deep in 
the woods. Tim and Delia 
'95 Cunningham opened 
their house in Dresden to 
us for a day of filming. 
The rest of the shoot took 
place in forest land owned 
by my grandparents, and 
we spent four days in 
those mosquito-infested 
woods, often from dawn 
to dusk. Shooting in the 
woods provided access to natural light, 
limited obstructions, and a variety of lo-
cations. 

It also provided challenges. In addition 
to mosquitos, we had to balance the nat-
ural light with artificial light. Getting 
electric lights in a forest required a gen-

erator, which was both heavy and noisy. 
These issues were all part of the fun of 
filmmaking, and the work was worth it 
and made for a far better product in the 
end.

We completed our shoot in the time we 
had planned. Stress and contention are 
inevitable on a film set, and we had our 
share, but more memorable were collab-
oration, artistry, and fun. Despite being 
exhausted nearly every day, I went to bed 
knowing that I was creating something 
beautiful out of nothing with some of my 
best friends and fellow artists, and I hope 
that others who worked on this project 
felt the same.

Over the next six weeks I edited, Eli 
colorized, and Sophia composed. The 
hours were long and the work exhaust-
ing, but opening night was worth it. We 
premiered the film to an almost packed 
house in July, which made me both giddy 
and terrified. In the past, people had said 
that my films were good student films, 
but with this one, they just told me that 
it was a good film. 

This was one of the greatest feelings in 
the world, but I didn’t get there by my-
self. My years living in Maine, what 
I’ve learned at Lincoln Academy, and 
so many friends, family members, and 
mentors helped me become the artist I 
am today.

Getting Along:
from Palatine Hill to Los Angeles

A Recent Grad Looks back on his Filmmaking Roots

Elias Bassett ‘25, pictured here playing the title role in Macbeth during his senior 
year at Lincoln Academy, is the writer, director, and co-producer of On Palatine 
Hill, an independent film that was released to a sold-out, standing room audience 
on July 29 at Lincoln Theater. He is now studying screenwriting at the University 
of Southern California in Los Angeles. He sent back this memoir of how he got his 
start as a screenwriter.

Above: the posters for Elias Bassett’s two films that he 
wrote and helped produce while a student at Lincoln 
Academy: Getting Along (2024) and On Palatine Hill 
(2025).. Click linked titles above to view.

Above: Benno Henig ‘24 and Joe Lugosch ‘08 in a scene in On Palatine Hill (screen 
capture from On Palatine Hill).Click this link to view.

Shooting the firelight scene in On Palatine Hill required a complex combi-
nation of natural and artificial light deep in the woods (screen capture from 
On Palatine Hill). 

by Elias Bassett '25

https://vimeo.com/960528489
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pCtmtNZUOc
https://vimeo.com/960528489
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pCtmtNZUOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pCtmtNZUOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pCtmtNZUOc
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Christina Powell ‘03 grew up in No-
bleboro and now works for the 

United Nations humanitarian affairs 
agency. 

For nearly a decade, her work with the 
UN has taken her to Africa, Asia, the 
Middle East and Europe. While her work 
has varied, Christina’s focus in recent 
years has been on raising the visibility of 
humanitarian crises. 

Christina’s story may seem unlikely, es-
pecially given the way she describes her 
younger self. 

“In high school, I was no more than an 
average student. I did well in school, but 
I was never the smartest kid in class. I 
played sports, but I wasn’t a superstar. I 
did other activities, but I was just one of 
many.”

A special opportunity came through 
Lourdes Von Vogt’s Spanish class at Lin-
coln Academy. Christina describes Ms. 
Von Vogt as the kind of teacher who 
“went above and beyond, looking for 
ways to expand our understanding of 
Spanish language and culture.” 

With Ms. Von Vogt’s encouragement, 
Christina decided to study abroad 
during her junior year in Valencia, Spain, 
through an exchange program facilitated 
by Lourdes and her husband Carl, who 
also taught language classes. Begun in 

the 1960s, the program still served just a 
handful of students each year, but Chris-
tina says the experience changed her life. 

“I was 16–very young, but it opened me 
up not just to a different culture but to 
things that were important in terms of 
character, like persistence and curiosity. 
Having the chance to travel and live in-
ternationally shifted something in me, 
and I knew I wanted more opportunities 
like that.” 

The transition back to Maine for her 
senior year of high school was not easy. 
Christina was unsure about next steps, 
and felt pressure to follow what felt like 
a predetermined path to go to college. 
After being accepted to UMaine, she de-
cided to defer her enrollment for a year.

“When I came back from Spain, it was a 
bit hard for me to readjust, and honestly 
I did not feel ready to go to college. I was 
very aware that by not going straight to 
college I was taking the path that at the 
time was not viewed as the path to suc-
cess. But going to college is such a mas-
sive financial commitment and you have 

to make this decision when you’re only 
17 or 18 years old. You’re taking advice 
from parents and from the school, but it’s 
you that is taking on that commitment, 
so you really need to trust in yourself in 
terms of what is right for you.”

Christina took a job locally that didn’t 
pay much but afforded her time and 
space to reflect on what she wanted for 
her future. 

“I didn’t know exactly what I wanted to 
do, but I was able to shape some of the 
elements by having that year as a break 
from school. And I was lucky to have 
parents who supported me in making 
that decision.”

When Christina entered college the fol-
lowing year, she felt energized. She flour-
ished in the university setting, completing 
a double-major in International Affairs 
and Psychology and taking advantage of 
the opportunity to again study abroad, 
this time for a semester in Ghana in West 
Africa. After graduating, She moved to 
Portland and worked with different or-
ganizations, including Goodwill’s Youth 

Services, where she did employment and 
educational case management with pri-
marily youth who were incarcerated or 
refugees. She then returned to Ghana to 
work for the Council on International 
Educational Exchange (CIEE). Christina 
knew that for the types of jobs she want-
ed to apply for she would need a Mas-
ters degree, so she returned to the US to 
study. As part of her Masters degree she 
travelled to Geneva, Switzerland for an 
internship, and while there she applied 
for and was accepted into an internship 
program with the UN.

From there Christina slowly began a ca-
reer as a humanitarian. As her career ad-
vanced, this involved travelling to places 
in extremely difficult situations. “Hu-
manitarian work is in the places that are 
in crisis – that can be because of conflict, 
disaster, epidemics, different factors. For 
most assignments, you’re going to places 
where people are struggling to survive.”

Christina was deployed to the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo multiple times in 
2018 and 2019 when the country experi-
enced an outbreak of Ebola virus. “It was 
a perfect storm in terms of humanitarian 
crisis – a deadly epidemic that broke out 
in a war zone. Responding in that en-
vironment was extraordinarily difficult, 
but you still saw people showing up every 
day trying to do their best despite safety 
risks and health hazards.” 

Emergency response situations call for 
mental and physical endurance, as well 
as the ability to learn from others, and 
Christina identifies listening as one of 
the most crucial skills in her day-to-day 
work. “It’s important to remind your-
self to do more listening than talking. I 
think to excel in this career you have to 
approach your work with a sense of hu-
mility. You need to be curious and open 
and not come with an attitude of 'I know 
best because of where I’m from and who 
I work for.' You need to hear from other 
people, especially those affected by crisis 
and the local actors responding–those are 
the ones with the most knowledge. They 
know the issues and context the best–you 
want to learn from them.”

In the same way that Christina learned 
persistence and curiosity from her study 

abroad program in high school, she has 
had to develop those same characteristics 
through her work, noting that “you can-
not survive in this field without a really 
strong resistance to giving up, because 
whether it’s facing one roadblock or 20, 
you need to be someone who’s going to 
keep pushing.”

Her experience has given her new appre-
ciation for growing up in Maine. “The 
Maine landscape is stunning. The times 
that I’ve brought my husband there, he’s 
amazed at the beautiful forests and the 
lakes. There’s so 
much you can do 
as a child there, 
and there is also 
the community 
factor. Even just in 
the school setting, 
there’s so much to 
do. But one thing 
that I realized as I 
got more involved 
in my career and 
started working in 
places facing inse-
curity is that I grew 
up with something 
that most people 
would be desper-
ate to have, which 
is safety. In Maine, 
I could walk down 
the street, I could 
ride my bike any-
where. I was bless-
ed with safety, yet 
totally unaware of the privilege.”

At the heart of Christina’s work are count-
less stories and personal connections. In 
her work to raise visibility of different 
humanitarian crises, she feels extremely 
fortunate to sit and talk with affected 
people, learning about their experience. 
“It’s extraordinarily humbling to have 
those conversations–to have people open 
up and share with you amid what are of-
ten very painful moments in their lives. 
The reality is that there are people all over 
the world who are facing the deeply pain-
ful consequences of hunger, violence, di-
saster–and it is most often not given the 
attention it needs. What I value most 
about my job are those moments when 

I get to listen to people and then try to 
expose others to their story, amplifying 
their voices to raise awareness of what is 
happening.”

Many years after leaving Lincoln Acade-
my, Christina can still remember what it 
was like to be a high school student fac-
ing unanswerable questions about her fu-
ture. If she could share any message with 
current students, it would be: “Don’t get 
wrapped up in following the path that 
you think you need to follow–going to 
the top school or being the top student. 

Get wrapped up in the things that are 
actually going to matter: determination 
and persistence and having the guts to 
go after something even if it seems far-
fetched.”  

Christina adds, “in those difficult and 
uncertain moments when you don’t 
know what to go after, there is a quote 
that has guided me countless times when 
the path wasn’t clear. The Sufi poet Rumi 
wrote, ‘Let yourself be silently drawn by the 
strange pull of what you really love. It will 
not lead you astray.’ No matter the pres-
sure to chase what is expected of you, 
trust in what naturally draws you–that 
is the place where far-fetched things be-
come possible.” 

Alumni Profile: Christina Powell ‘03
“Having the chance to travel and live  
internationally shifted something in me.”

by Ben Thorpe ‘03

Above: Christina Powell ‘03 in Maiduguri, northeast Nigeria, 2021. Photo credit: 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) At left: Christina 
working in Monguno, northeast Nigeria, 2022. Photo credit: World Food Programme 
(WFP).

I grew up with something that most people would 
be desperate to have, which is safety. In Maine, I 
could walk down the street, I could ride my bike 
anywhere. I was blessed with safety, yet totally un-
aware of the privilege.”
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Graduation 
2025

Class of 1971 Faculty & Staff 
Excellence & Impact Award  

Phil Page ‘70

June 6, 2025

Given for excellence in athletics and citizenship, this award is named for Lowell Simmons, a 
standout athlete at Lincoln Academy in the late 1930s. Mr. Simmons died heroically co-piloting 
a plane shot down on a mission over Germany in World War II. The award is voted on by the 
LA coaching staff.

“In this class, there are many remarkable athletes, but one stands out. He was a member of 
two KVAC Championship soccer teams and a KVAC champion wrestling team as well as an 
individual KVAC, regional, and state wrestling champion. He may be most recognized by a 
quiet but dedicated pursuit of excellence. He notched 170 wrestling wins, with only three full 
seasons to achieve it, a level of excellence we may not see for a long time to come. This year’s 
Lowell Simmons Award goes to Adam St. Cyr.”

Lowell Simmons Award 
Adam St. Cyr

During my time at LA, I’ve had a few nick-
names. One I have never heard is “the tennis 
guy,” and for good reason. In the last trimester 
of my senior year, I joined the boy’s tennis team. 
The decision to play a sport I had never tried be-
fore was a surprise even to me. 

To nobody’s surprise, I was pretty bad at it. 

I learned some valuable lessons: I learned that 
any piece of advice to a beginner is invaluable, 
which I discovered after taking a couple of point-
ers from fellow athletes (shoutout to Eli) and 
noticing at times a near-instant improvement in 
my abilities. I’m now more eager than ever to 
offer guidance to peers in music or mathematics, 
knowing that any contribution helps. I learned 
not to take any opportunity for granted, no mat-
ter how small. Compared to my other extracurric-
ular commitments, the one varsity match in my 
tennis season doesn’t seem like much, but it was 
significant to me. Most importantly, I learned to 
appreciate the moments of simply being there 
cheering for my team.”

My LA journey began at a voluntary cross 
country group run on a rainy June day before 
freshman year. I was terrified to leave the com-
fort of my mother’s car. But I summoned the 
courage and opened the door. Doing that intro-
duced me to a community I did not know exist-
ed, to people who changed my life – in ways run-
ning-related and otherwise. Being a part of the 
cross country and track teams taught me about 
hard work, championing others, and finding con-
fidence. This has been my journey of growth and 
discovery, of failure and success. We all have a 
different one, and high school presents a perfect 
opportunity – in fact, it is almost designed for 
it – to grow in this way.

The choice to leave comfort and dive into some-
thing more difficult is one I’ve made over and 
over; it turns out I like challenge. I encourage you 
not to shy away from opportunities to make hard 
choices. Comfort is easy. But, as my coaches and 
parents tell me, and I now tell myself, it’s when 
we are uncomfortable that we undeniably grow.”

We have been lucky enough to attend school 
in Maine. A place where the community is close, 
and seasons define our lives. I would not be the 
same person without the slanting shifts of sea-
sons. Year after year, we have seen rough, silent 
winters giving way to warm, bright springs. We 
have seen ice covered branches become laden 
with magnolia blossoms. Moments of communi-
ty and connection become so much more import-
ant when winters feel so isolating. 

Spring is a time of change…. And just as the 
falling of old leaves makes space for new ones, 
radical shifts are essential to appreciate our op-
portunities. The rough days in our lives have led 
us here. We have all faced challenges through-
out these four years, interpersonal or academic, 
trivial or defining: our own little mud seasons if 
you will. We are here only because we endured 
them. This resilience will move with us to our 
next destinations, as we meet opportunities and 
challenges beyond our imaginations.”

Valedictorian Co-Salutatorian Co-Salutatorian
Jayden Brown Anna Lupien Dylan Burmeister

The Achievement Cup is awarded to the senior who best represents good scholarship, 
industry and enthusiasm for work, cooperation with teachers and students, participa-
tion in co-curricular activities, and unquestionably good moral deportment; a compas-
sionate, thoughtful leader who strives to create an inclusive, positive school environ-
ment for all. This award is voted by the student body.

“This year’s recipient is a kind and thoughtful young person, always willing to help 
those who need it. He is well respected by his peers because of a warm demeanor and 
good sense of humor. A member of the varsity basketball team as well as an outstand-
ing student in Bath Tech’s electrical program, he was selected as the Career and Tech-
nical Education Student of the Year. The 2025 Achievement Cup goes to Tyson Ball."

The Achievement Cup  
Tyson Ball

The Linda Jean Metcalf Award is given to the senior who, like Linda Jean Metcalf, is an 
intelligent, warm, witty person with a humanistic and optimistic outlook on the human 
situation, a caring person with wider interests and a passion for life. This award is voted 
on by the faculty and staff.

“This year’s recipient of the Metcalf Award has made her mark in multiple areas of the 
school, including Climate Action Club, Olympia Snowe Leaders, Student Council, and 
theater, as well as being a powerhouse of a student who represented LA at the Keller-
BLOOM marine biology program at the Bigelow Laboratory this spring. She has made a 
genuine difference at Lincoln Academy. The Metcalf Award goes to Anna Lupien." Linda Jean Metcalf Award  

Anna Lupien

The Harold and Blanch W. Smithwick Scholarship is awarded annually to a student of high 
moral character with integrity and exemplary record of service to the school and community 
in which they live. This award winner is selected by the Head of School.

“Excellence fueled by hard work sums up this next recipient’s remarkable high school career. 
She is an outstanding distance runner, one of our co-salutatorians, and a leader on many ex-
tracurricular activities including the LA Talon newspaper, where she is the first-ever four-year 
student journalist in the paper’s modern iteration. The Harold and Blanche Smithwick Award 
goes to Dylan Burmeister.”Smithwick Award  

Dylan Burmeister

Graduation Awards

2025 Honors Speeches

Awarded to recognize the exemplary 
efforts of a faculty or staff member for 
the benefit of Lincoln Academy students. 
The Class of 1971 envisioned this award 
to help the school support special efforts 
of faculty and staff that distinguish LA’s 
professionals. Given at graduation, it 
honors a faculty or staff member that 
exemplifies these criteria and is selected 
by the Head of School with input from 
the Lincoln Academy community.

“This year’s recipient is no surprise. It is 
no stretch to say that in his 41 year ca-
reer at LA the vast majority of you have 
had a chance to get to know him, wheth-
er as a student in his classes, an athlete 
on his teams, a colleague, or classmate, 
this man is a walking roll-a-dex of alum-
ni contacts, and a literal encyclopedia of 
LA trivia. 

He has done more to promote and mod-
el kindness and respect in a communi-
ty than anyone I’ve ever met. We are a 
better school and a better community 
because of his dedication, enthusiasm, 
and willingness to put his alma mater 
first in all of his efforts. He’s best known 
here as “Mr. LA.” The 2025 recipient of 
the 1971 Excellence and Impact Award is 
Phil Page ‘70.”
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2025 Alumni Banquet

2025 Reunion Classes

Alice Palmer Scott. Patty Genthner Scudder.

The Class of 1960 from left: Jim Blake, Marian Swift Prock, Sylvia Simmons, Dawn 
Gilbert, Bruce Simmons, Paula Abbotoni, Carol Baker Joyal, Linda Brunner, Nancy Lin-
coln Baldwin, Jon Olsen, Marilyn Simmons, Marilyn Plummer Harvie.

The Class of 1970 from left: Janet Hope Verney, Larry Sidelinger, Judy Johnston 
Gerlinger, Phil Page, Paul Leeman.

The Class of 2025 attendees from left: Anna Lupien, Dylan Burmeister, Kellen Adick-
es, Jayden Brown, Joseph Levesque, and Otto Schoenthal.

Bob Plourde ‘89 and Phil Page ‘70 presided over the festivities at the 2025 Lincoln Academy Alumni Banquet.

The Class of 1965 from left: Marie Hall, Linda Masters, Marge Baldwin, Bob Wheel-
er, Kathy Reed Casey, Alden McFarland, Dianne Russell, Peter Campbell, Francena 
Bennett, Nancy Woodward, Linda Autio, Nancy Whitney, Rita Teele Simmons, Lynda 
Estabrook.

Class of 1985 from left.  Karen Ives Briggs, Greg Briggs, Amber Tonry, Yvette Sullivan, 
Jon Hilton.

The Class of 1975 from left: Katherine Dean, Paula Roberts, Buddy Poland,  David 
Nichols,  Pam Hardy, Leslie Mills, Brad Yost, Robert Clifford, Liz Pirello.

Gathered on June 14, 2025 to 
share memories and updates 
from their alma mater. The 
Alumni Dining Commons was 
full of old friends swapping 
stories and eating a delicious 
meal prepared by Lincoln 
Academy chef Russell Bracket 
‘08, whose dining services crew 
also includes Ethan Rose ‘89.

Eagle Alumni

Cindy Wade ‘83 introducing Alumnus of the 
Year and Lincoln Academy classmate Lisa 
Masters.

Oldest Alum Alice Palmer Scott ‘45 speaks 
about her experience at Lincoln Academy 
in the 1940s.

Addison McCafferty ‘27 is the granddaugh-
ter of Alumni Service Award Winner Tim 
Clark ‘66.

Larry Sidelinger ‘70 telling a story about his 
days as a high school student.
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Herb Packard ‘61 was an outstanding 
track and cross country athlete at LA, 
and a key member of the 1959 State 
Championship track team coached by 
Harry Hildbrandt and Andy William-
son. He holds the school record in the 
880-yard run in a time of 2:01.5, set in 
1959. He was the state mile and 880 
yard champion in both 1959 and 1960. 
In conference competition, he was the 
Knox-Lincoln champion in the mile 
and half mile in 1959, and led the cross 
country team to second and third place 
finishes at the state meet. He went on 
to SMVTI in South Portland, where he 
studied automotive technology. This pre-
pared him for a variety of occupations 
including helicopter manufacturing and 
automotive repair. 

Elise Duckett Lisle ‘77 was a standout 
athlete in field hockey, basketball, and 

track. She helped lead the girls basket-
ball team to a 15-5 record in the 1974-
75 season, which qualified them for the 
first-ever girls state tournament, where 
they advanced to the semi-finals. In track 
she specialized in the high jump, the 
440, and the mile relay. In 1976, she was 
crowned State Class B Champion in high 
jump with a state record jump of 5’ 4”. 
DeLisle also broke the LA record in the 
event, which still stands to this day. In 
1977, she was the Knox-Lincoln Cham-
pion in the high jump and finished sec-
ond in the high jump at the State Class B 
Meet. In that year, Lisle helped lead the 
first ever LA girls track team to its first 
Knox-Lincoln Championship and East-
ern Maine Regional championship. 

Elise went on to Plymouth State College 
where she majored in Physical Education 
and played on the women’s basketball 

team, where she was team captain, De-
fensive MVP, and Plymouth State Fe-
male Athlete of the Year. She began her 
coaching career at Medomak Valley High 
School, where she coached field hockey, 
soccer, and basketball. She went on to 
coach in Vermont, Venezuela, and Egypt. 
She currently teaches and coaches at 
Chester Andover Elementary School in 
Chester, Vermont, where she lives with 
her husband and two children.

Julie Cunningham ‘77 was a three sport 
athlete at LA, competing in cross coun-
try, basketball, and track. She was the 
first female to run cross country at LA, 
competing on the boys team. In 1976, 
The Maine Principals’ Association held 
the first girls state cross country cham-
pionship, and Cunningham led LA’s 
first girls cross country team. In basket-
ball she was a key member of the varsity 

2025 Alumni Awards

2025 Sports Hall of Fame

Alumnus of the Year: 
Lisa Sprague Masters ‘83

Alumni Service Award: 
Millard “Tim” Clark '66

Herb Packard '61 Elise Duckett Lisle ‘77 Yvette Sigler Woodman ‘84Julie Cunningham ‘77 Jason Boyd ‘88

The Lincoln Academy Sports Hall 
of Fame inducted five new mem-
bers on June 15, 2025: Herb Pack-
ard ‘61, Elise Duckett Lisle ‘77, Ju-
lie Cunningham ‘77, Yvette Sigler 
Woodman ‘84, & Jason Boyd ‘88

Lisa Sprague Masters ‘83 was 
honored as Lincoln Academy Alum-

nus of the Year in June of 2025 for her 
many years of impactful work in the 
Damariscotta-Newcastle business and 
nonprofit community. Since graduating 
from LA in 1985, Lisa Masters has con-
tinued to be involved at LA as a parent, 
trustee, and Booster volunteer. She also 
built a 35-year career in financial services 
and has been an dedicated volunteer and 
board member for a number of commu-
nity organizations. 

Lisa’s decades-long commitment to 
community service in the midcoast re-
gion was inspired by her parents–Neil 
C. Sprague ‘48 and Janice (O’Brien) 
Sprague ‘54– who shared a lifelong in-
volvement in the school and local orga-

Tim Clark ‘66 has lived a life dedi-
cated to community service in the mid-

coast area, and was honored in June, 
2025 with the Lincoln Academy Alumni 
Service Award. After graduating from LA 
in 1966, Tim Clark majored in Elemen-
tary Education at UMaine and taught at 
Dresden Elementary School for 12 years. 
After he left teaching he ran several local 
businesses, including Red Barn Furniture 
in Newcastle and the County Fair Mo-
tel in Damariscotta. During that time he 
served on the Lincoln Academy Alumni 
Council, and helped found the first LA 
Homecoming in 1993. 

During his career he was a member of 
the Damariscotta-Newcastle Lions Club, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Damariscotta Fire Department, where 

nizations. In addition to being a mem-
ber of the LA board, she has served on 
numerous other boards including Miles 
Hospital, Lincoln Home, CLC YMCA, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and a CEI 
low-income housing initiative. 

Lisa became a Lincoln Academy trustee 
in 2012, and after all three of her sons 
graduated (Tom ‘13, Nathan ‘18, and 
Jacob ‘23), she chose to stay involved 
through the Development Committee. 
Lisa lives in Round Pond with her hus-
band, Steve ’79 and their dog, Maddy. 
Together, they enjoy time on the water 
and all that life has to offer in the mid-
coast. 

he served as treasurer. He helped found 
the Damariscotta Historical Society and 
acted as its president for several years. 
Tim also served as a Damariscotta se-
lectman and Director of the Community 
Center as it transitioned into the CLC 
YMCA. Tim is a dedicated youth mentor 
who coached and organized local Little 
League softball and baseball, and served 
as a scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 
213. 

Tim has been married for over 50 years 
to his wife Adele and has three children 
and five grandchildren, including Addi-
son McCafferty ‘28 who is the 5th gener-
ation of Tim's family to attend Lincoln.

team for three years, as well as part of 
the 1977 track team who won the first 
Knox-Lincoln Championship, and the 
Eastern Maine Regional Championship. 
In 1976, she ran to a state title and set 
a state record in the 880 yard run. She 
holds the school record in the 880 yard 
run with a time of 2:25.6, which will 
never be broken since track moved to 
meters. 

Julie graduated from Otterbein Univer-
sity and Garber Travel School, and has 
worked in the travel industry since 1983. 
She lives in Key West, Florida, where 
she supports her 90 year old mother and 
travels when she can. 

Yvette Sigler Woodman ‘84 was an 
outstanding member of the girls track 
team in the early 1980’s. She holds three 
school records in discus (110’ 8”), shot 

put (35’4”), and the 4x440 yard relay 
(52.3 seconds). She was a member of 
the 1983 State Championship 4x400 re-
lay team. In 1983 and 1984 Woodman 
dominated the throwing events in the 
Mid Maine Conference Championships, 
winning shot put, discus, and javelin. 

After LA, Yvette attended Eastern New 
Mexico University before returning to 
Maine, where she raised three children, 
all of whom graduated from LA: Krys-
tine ‘07, Paige ‘10 and Adam ‘12. She 
lives in Lyman, Maine, with her husband 
Craig. She loves animals and volunteers 
in equine and dog therapy. 

Jason Boyd ‘88 was a three sport ath-
lete at LA, lettering in soccer, wrestling 
and track. He was a member of the 
undefeated 1987 State Championship 
soccer team, which beat Ellsworth on a 

very cold day in Pittsfield. Jason holds 
four track records at Lincoln Academy, 
the 100 meter (10.9 seconds), 200 me-
ter dash (22.3 seconds), and the 4 x 100 
meter relay (44.9 seconds). His fourth 
school record is in the 100 yard dash 
(10.3 seconds), which will never be bro-
ken as track went to meters. 

After graduating LA, Boyd worked at 
Ma’s Bobbin Works from 1989-1996. In 
1995 Jason joined the Maine National 
Guard. While he originally intended to 
spend four years in the Army and return 
home, he ended up completing a 21-
year military career and retired as Chief 
Warrant Officer 3. He now lives in Eagle 
River, Alaska with his teenage children, 
and is now employed as a GS Civilian 
with the 11th Airborne Division and US 
Army Alaska. 
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CommunityBased Learning Experiences

at Lincoln AcademyC.B.L.E.
Lincoln Academy’s CBLE program offers students the opportunity to earn course 
credit for work. Students interested in exploring hands-on, applied work in a field they hope to pursue 
after high school  are matched with a local business or organization who agrees to mentor them. Place-
ments vary from a few hours to multiple days a week, and CBLE students are simultaneously enrolled in 
a career preparation course on campus.

“Almost everything was different in my CBLE compared to a regular classroom,” said Otto Schoenthal 
‘25 of his CBLE experience. “What I learned was one-on-one and focused on something I was passion-
ate about, which meant I learned so much more. I would recommend this experience, because it allows 

Mariana Janik ‘25 
Renys, Inc

Mariana plans to pursue a college degree in 
business or marketing and was interested 
in learning about running a small business. 
With mentorship from Holly Margaritis and 
others at Renys headquarters in Newcastle, 
she became part of the team, tagging many 
Carhartt hats and learning everything from 
inventory to online ordering and event plan-
ning.

Otto Schoenthal ‘25
Chase Small Craft

During the 2024-25 school year, Otto worked 
with local boatbuilder Clint Chase to learn 
elements of boat design, master the basics 
of the Rhino CAD program, and create a boat 
design. They used a Shopbot CNC machine 
in LA’s ATEC building to cut the pieces, and 
constructed the boat on campus. Schoenthal 
finished and launched the boat last sum-
mer.

Zoie Wells ‘25 
Hodgdon Green

Zoie earned her Certified Nurse’s Assistant 
(CNA) credential through the Bath Regional 
Career and Technical Center, and spent her 
senior year working at Hodgdon Green, an 
assisted living facility in Damariscotta. There 
she was a tremendous help to the staff, since 
there is a shortage of caregivers in Maine, 
and also learned valuable on-the-job skills.

Breck Holladay ‘25 
Squire Motors

Breck wanted to learn about antique sport 
car restoration in his CBLE. His experience 
with Tazio Squire prepared him to attend 
the Rally in the 100 Acre Wood, working 
with the race pit crew for a top US team. 
Breck will continue earning certifications in 
specialized engine and auto body repair at 
Wyo Tech in Wyoming, one of the country’s 
premier trade schools. 

Lilliann Brooks ‘25 
First National Bank

Lilliann plans to pursue a career in banking, 
and last year as a senior she got a head start, 
working as a teller on alternate days at First 
National Bank in Waldoboro. This experi-
ence set her up for a job at First National 
Bank this year, which she does while also 
taking college classes.

Ryan Foster ‘26 
The Byre Farm

Ryan is passionate about farming, particu-
larly animal husbandry. Thanks to the men-
torship of Jeffrey Patterson at Byre Farm in 
Round Pond, Ryan was able to spend every 
afternoon of his junior year taking care of 
the sheep, poultry, and Highland cattle at 
the farm. This year he is continuing his ca-
reer preparation as a pre-apprentice at Mid-
Coast Energy Systems.

you to explore something that you have had an interest in but maybe not the time to do. ” 

The program has grown from 8 students in 2023-24 to 23 students in 2025-26, and interest continues 
to expand. “As more students learn about it, they are eager to try it,” said Maya Crosby, LA’s Director 
of Learning Initiatives. “Local businesses are enthusiastic about hosting our students, and increasingly 
requesting to have students join their workplace. Students are gaining valuable on-the-job experience, 
and businesses are making connections with young people who are interested in working in their field, 
either right after high school or after college. It’s definitely a win-win, and we are seeing the impacts 
already.”
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Visionaries Circle 
($25,000 & above)
Burns Family Foundation

Kiah Bayley Benefactors Society 
($10,000 - $24,999)
Anonymous
Jeffrey & Melissa Burroughs
Nancy & Jack Starmer
The Reny Charitable Foundation

Samuel Nickels Stewards Society
($5,000 - $9,999)
James ‘54 & Sarah Birkett
Colby & Gale
Steven ‘79 & Lisa ‘83 MastersY
Masters Machine Company

McIlhenny Family Maui Relief Fund at Hawai’i 	
     Community Foundation

Mary Borland Builders Society
($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous
Robert ‘62 & Marjorie ‘65 Baldwin
Bath Savings Institution
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Josh ‘99 & Kiki AllanY
Annie & Jeffrey Edwards
First National Bank
MaineHealth, Lincoln Hospital
Mid-Coast Energy Systems, Inc.
William & Michelle MorgnerY
Victor ‘71 & Ruth Perreault
R.H. Reny, Inc.

Shaesby A. & Catherine P. ScottY
Staab Agency
Elizabeth ‘01 & Ronald ‘01 StorerY

1801 Leadership Society
($1,801 - $2,499)
Anonymous (2)
Bangor Savings
Anna Chase Belknap ‘90 & Eric SiegelY
Jesse & Rose ButlerY
Lincoln Academy Boosters
Juliet Kelsey Holmes ‘92 & Justin Cotta
Deanna & Christopher PierpanY
Seacoast Catering & Sprague Point Venue
Cindy ‘83 & Jim WadeY

for the fiscal year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025
The Annual Fund supports our operating budget and makes possible the LA experience 

for all learners. Lincoln Academy gratefully acknowledges the generous support of 
alumni, parents, friends, and businesses throughout the year.

Friends of Lincoln Academy	 $1-99 
Eagles Society			   $100-249 
Bell Tower Society		  $250-499 
Academy Ambassadors Society	 $500-999	  
Daniel Haskell Heritage Society	 $1,000-1,800 
1801 Leadership Society		  $1,801-2,499 
Mary Borland Builders Society	 $2,500-4,999 
Samuel Nickels Stewards Society	 $5,000-9,999 
Kiah Bayley Benefactors Society	 $10,000-24,999	
Visionaries Circle			  $25,000 +

 
Daniel Haskell was the first Head of School at Lincoln  
Academy.
Mary Borland donated the house that has served as the 
Head of School’s residence since 1899.
Samuel Nickels was the first to sign the petition for and 
contribute to the building of Lincoln Academy.
Kiah Bayley was the Founder of Lincoln Academy.

Lincoln Academy Current & Former Employees  YParent & Past Parent

Annual Fund Giving Societies

Daniel Haskell Society
($1,000 - $1,800)
Anonymous (3)
Donald ‘70 & Susan Blagden
Bred in the Bone
Chapman Construction
Marcia & Derek DeGeerY
Charles & Megan Dinsmore
John Eraklis & Laura DarnellY
David Fields & Adele GaleY
Northrup ‘62 & Carole ‘64 Fowler
Martha C. FrinkY

Jill A. Griffin
Jamie L. Hanna ‘82 & Glenn A. Hopkins
Laurie G. Hurd
J. Edward Knight & Company
Peter & Eleanor Kuniholm
Lawrence Mayer & Christa Mayer-BohneY
Medomak Construction
Todd ‘97 & Monika Page
Jennifer & Jay RibeiroY
Hugh Riddleberger & Louise McIlhenny
Karen & Tim SchauY
Lurie J. Sprague Palino ‘79 & Paul E. Palino ‘67

Douglas W. Straus & Ann CoughlanY

Academy Ambassadors Society
($500 - $999)
Alumni Council
Anonymous (3)
Margaret & John AtwoodY
Wendy & John Corlett
Carol & John Dexter
Sally ‘89 & Thomas FarrellY
Martha Flanagan & Frederick Hebert
Hagar Enterprises

Nathan Sullivan '01Y

DiMauro Electric Inc.

Linda Stephenson '75 
in honor of Paula M. Roberts '75

Suzanne Balbo & William TowleY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Jennifer Mayher & Garrett MartinY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Cherie & Guy ScottY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Kevin & Kristie HoughtonY 
in honor of Susan Levesque

Kimberley & Michael TolleyY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Lars Olof Hennig & Megan DichterY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Lizabeth A. Fleming Ives & Steven HufnagelY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley & Jenny Mayher

Owen Williamson '19 
in memory of Andrew W. Williamson, III '51
Anna Chase Belknap '90 & Eric SiegelY 

in honor of Griffith C. Braley & Paula M. Roberts '75

Moira Colquhoun
John '86 & L. Renee Williamson 

in memory of Andrew W. Williamson, III '51
Elsa '91 & Patrick ParsonY 

in honor of Sue Levesque
Dorothy G. & Stanley E. Worden Charitable 

Foundation

Allen '64 & Yuan Yuan Corson

Danyl Williams '97 & Alpha N. Williams Jr.Y

Kai-Lin Shen '19 
in memory of Libby Mooney

Zhen (Wendy) Qin '19 
in memory of Libby Mooney

Dongqi (Antony) Wu '19 
in memory of Libby Mooney

Isobel Petersen '23 
in memory of Libby Mooney

Gloria H. Tian '19 
in memory of Libby Mooney

Scott Burnheimer 
in honor of Philip A. Page '70
William Hung T. Doan '19 

in memory of Libby Mooney

Heather H. Harris '89

Bath Savings Institution

Charles Sleeper '63 
in memory of those we have lost from the  

Class of 1963
Susan Rand McAlister '76 & Gary B. McAlister

L Club LA Pride

Katherine A. Nicketakis

William and Michelle MorgnerY

Salt Bay Framers

Alumni Council

Class of 1965

Anonymous 
in memory of David Cushing '77

Margaret S. Moore '70 
in memory of Frank Steele '37

Jordan '89 & Gretchen Belknap 
in memory of Jeffery Bradbury

Diantha '64 & Geoff RobinsonY 
in honor of Griffith C. Braley

Raise the Bell Fund

We received a tremendous outpouring of community support to restore the LA bell tower! 
Gifts listed here were received October 18, 2024 - June 30, 2025



28     LINCOLN ACADEMY AERIE  FALL 2025     29

Dustin ‘92 & Bethany HancockY
Hancock Lumber
Danica ‘87 & Thomas Harrahy
John & Koko HarrisY
King Eider’s Pub
L Club LA Pride Program
The Cheney Companies Financial Group
Christopher M. Lane ‘91
Paul Leeman III ‘93Y
Main Street Grocery
Marianne Masters ‘81
NC Hunt Lumber
Sara M. Nordhoff ‘89 & Andrew Nordoff
Christopher J. Olson ‘83 & Charlene Huang
David Osier ‘01 & Rachel Osier
Philip ‘70 & Gail PageY
Robert E. Palmer, Jr. ‘71 & Holly Sargent
Alan C. Pease ‘48
Randall & Jean PetersonY
Ellen A. Wheeler ‘92
Jon & Winifred PrimeY
Dennis ‘91 & Michele PriorY
Gerhard & Rebecca SchoenthalY

Schooner Landing
Anne L. Seltzer & Mitchell Seltzer
Soothing Lotion & Flick the Tick
Herbert & Roberta Watson

Bell Tower Society
($250 - $499)
Rae J. BachelderY
Todd ‘77 & Joanna ‘78 Bachelder
Susan Bartlett Rice ‘91 & Adam Rice ‘93Y
Beal House
Samuel Belknap ‘00 & Christina Belknap
Garret & Rose Bensen
Barbara H. Briggs ‘67 & Thomas F. Johnson
David & Betty Lu Brydges
Lewis ‘58 & Rinda Burleigh
Elizabeth & Robert Burnham
Jeneva P. Burroughs
Janice E. Chapman ‘66 & Bruce Moore
Stephanie & Jesse CheneyY
Edwin ‘62 & Mary Martha ‘64 Collins
Daniel Friedland & Heather WolfeY
Susan & Peter GlueckY

Grandy Tree & Land Services
Hannaford Damariscotta
Stacey E. Hong ‘84
Sarah Kennedy ‘00 & Jason Sewall ‘00
Andrea L. KeushguerianY
Donald Legere
Heather Leslie & Jeremy RichY
Edward J. Lincoln III ‘70
Maine Industrial Plastic & Rubber Corporation
Sarah & Todd Maurer
Jennifer Mayher & Garrett MartinY
Katherine A. Nicketakis
Brendan Parsons ‘07
Rosa ‘76 & Brian ‘76 Redonnett
Grace ‘64 & Robert Reynolds
Riverside Butcher Company
Stephen J. Saft
Linda & Daniel SchickY
Joyce A. Schuetz ‘68
Uprising Solar/Electrical/Heat Pump, LLC
VIP Maine Mobile Food Truck
Christine ‘85 & CJ WajerY
Steven & Lisa Wallace

Donna Watson & Scott Douglas
Edward R. White, Jr. & Daria Capobianco-White
Sarah Wills-Viega & Steve Viega
Wright-Ryan Construction, Inc.
Adrianne Zahner & Kyle BurcheskyY

Eagle Society
($100 - $249)
Heather & Thomas AbelloY
Tanya & Greg AlbertY
Catherine F. Alexander ‘84 & Ed AlexanderY
Barbara ‘74 & John AllanY
Anonymous (4)

Debra Arter
Andrew D. BarrY
David Bartlett ‘78
Monica & Patrick Beaulieu
David ‘54 & Louise BelknapY
Greta ‘79 & Brian ‘74 BickfordY
Kelley Borg Duffy & Eric John DuffyY
William ‘87 & Christina ‘92 BradburyY
Amy ‘90 & Megan Brooks
Daniel S. Brown ‘87
Linda ‘60 & Dirk BrunnerY
Scott Burnheimer
Jennifer & Kevin BurnsY

Marissa & David CarmolliY
Robyn J. Clark-Henry ‘85 & Scott HenryY
Gail E. Cowan ‘70 & Gary Passineau
George ‘65 & Judith ‘70 Cowan
Maya CrosbyY
Penelope ‘66 & Bernard DavalaY
Justin ‘91 & Misti DayY
David & Sandra Dickison
Martha R. Dodge ‘62
Dana & Lisa Dow
Matthew & Karen Filler
First Federal Savings & Loan
Julian C. Frink ‘14

Anonymous 
in memory of William Isaac Sherman ‘73

Amy & Brian AppellY
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Anne ‘93 & Joshua JacobsY 

in honor of Edmund Krawic
August ‘04 & Abby Avantaggio 

in honor of Garret Bensen
Bailey Plourde Stromberg ‘17 
in honor of Thomas Wright ‘60

Brendan Parsons ‘07 
in memory of Julian Norwalk ‘05

Caeden R. Bross ‘20 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Carole ‘64 & Northrup ‘62 Fowler 
in honor of Mary Martha Collins ‘64

Catherine F. ‘84 & Ed AlexanderY 
in memory of Daniel A. Pinkham, Sr. ‘61

Catherine P. Scudder ‘50 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Charlotte H. Kirkpatrick ‘52 

in memory of Henry Lester Hall ‘55
Christine ‘85 & CJ WajerY 

in memory of Winona Chase Erskine ‘29
Dale E. Smith ‘70 

in memory of Bonnie L. York ‘70

Dana & Lisa Dow 
in memory of Wilmot & Helene Simmons Dow ‘38

Ann PinkhamY 
in memory of Daniel A. Pinkham, Sr. ‘61

Daniel ‘86 & Deanna Pinkham 
in memory of Daniel A. Pinkham, Sr. ‘61

Darci & Eric ‘77 HarringtonY 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Deborah & Michael JohnsonY 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Denise Benner ‘92Y 
in memory of Allan & Lillian Benner

Ellen ‘63 & Wilder ‘63 HuntY 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Gail & Philip A. Page ‘70Y
in memory of Cleveland A. ‘42 & Elizabeth L. Page

Gail E. Cowan ‘70 & Gary Passineau 
in honor of Elizabeth Duckett & Philip A. Page ‘70

Gerhard & Rebecca SchoenthalY 
in honor of Otto Schoenthal ‘25
Grace ‘64 & Robert Reynolds 

in honor of Doug Covell
Greg & Tanya AlbertY 

in memory of Isabelle L. Manahan ‘21
Heather Leslie & Jeremy RichY 

in honor of Annie Edwards

Hilton S. Petersen ‘21 
in honor of Bryan Manahan

Holly Harris ‘97Y 
in honor of Harris Abbott ‘27

Isobel J. Petersen ‘23 
in honor of Bridget Wright

Jean & Randall PetersonY 
in memory of Charlotte Peterson ‘92
Jeffrey & Melissa Burroughs 

in honor of Bill Morgner
Jennifer & Kevin BurnsY
in honor of Vivian Burns ‘25

Jennifer Mayher & Garrett MartinY 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Joan E. Myatt ‘47 
in memory of Ruth Bryant ‘48

John & Brenda HedrickY 
in honor of Joy Hedrick ‘19

Julian C. Frink ‘14 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Juliet Kelsey Holmes ‘92 & Justin Cotta 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70  

& in memory of Charlotte Peterson ‘92 
Karen & Matthew Filler 

in memory of Isabelle L. Manahan ‘21
Karen & Tim SchauY 

in honor of Heather D’Ippolito & Kathleen Halm

Tribute Donors
Kathryn Parrott 

in honor of Julia Deitrick ‘26
Lisa Katz & Ed SeidelY 

in honor of Theo ‘17 & Toby ‘20 Seidel
Paul E. Palino ‘67 & Lurie J. Sprague Palino ‘79 

in memory of Neil Sprague ‘48  
& Janice S. Sprague ‘54

Marilyn Sue Billings ‘71 
in memory of Roland Billings ‘74

Marjorie ‘65 & Robert ‘62 Baldwin 
in memory of John Fish ‘66

Mary Blanchard ‘88 & Teresa Brophy 
in memory of Dorothy Blanchard

Mary Sue Weeks ‘62Y 
in memory of Carl W. Hilton 1924

Maureen E. Seiders Lindholm ‘79 & Albert W 
Lindholm IIIY 

in memory of Daniel C. Seiders ‘81
McIlhenny Family Maui Relief Fund at Hawai’i 

Community Foundation 
in memory of Gustaf McIlhenny

AnonymousY 
in memory of Bernice Adora Chapman 1928

Anonymous 
in memory of Frances W. Dixon 
Dennis ‘91 & Michele PriorY 

in honor of Patti Sims

Nancy & Jack Starmer 
in honor of Kelley Borg Duffy
Nicole ‘92 & Victoria Little 

in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Nina E. Sylvia ‘84

in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Anonymous 

in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Anonymous 

in memory of Bernice Adora Clark 1928
Riverside Butcher Co 

in honor of Garret Bensen
Robert ‘66 & Julia ‘70 Sherman 

in honor of Abby Berryman ‘17 & Philip A. Page ‘70
Rose & Garret Bensen 

in memory of Kenneth Lutte
Sara M. ‘89 & Andrew Nordhoff 

in honor of Linda Schick
Sarah ‘81 & James MatelY 

in honor of Arthur Dexter
Scott Burnheimer 

in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
Sheila McLain ‘92Y 

in memory of Charlotte Peterson ‘92
Stephen & Karen Ann O’BryanY 
in memory of Stephen Hanna ‘02

Stephen J. Saft 
in honor of Delia Saft ‘25

Steven Hufnagel & Liza Fleming IvesY 
in honor of Jenny Mayher

Thomas & Kathleen HuntingtonY 
in honor of Luke ‘16 & Peter ‘10 Huntington

Uprising Solar/Electrical/Heat Pump 
in memory of Matthew Budrow ‘01 & Jake Varley  

& in honor of Bonnie Poe Kanavich  
& Philip A. Page ‘70

VIP Maine Mobile Food Truck 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70
William ‘67 & Virginia Hart 

in memory of Kenner H. Myers ‘62
William ‘87 & Christina ‘92 BradburyY 

in memory of Jeffery Bradbury
Anonymous 

in memory of William Isaac Sherman ‘73
Anonymous 

in memory of Lawrence Vinal ‘76
Paul W. Williamson ‘87 

in memory of Andrew W. & Louise Williamson ‘51
Cindy ‘83 & Jim WadeY 

in memory of Ted Yeaton ‘53
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Judith ‘70 & John Gerlinger
Margot J. Gilbert ‘85
Katherine ‘03 & Joseph ‘03 Guenzel
Darci & Eric ‘77 HarringtonY
Maia Hart ‘64
William ‘67 & Virginia Hart
Harland Hatch ‘58
Brenda & John HedrickY
Steven Hufnagel & Elizabeth A. Fleming IvesY

Wilder ‘63 & Ellen ‘63 Hunt
Kathleen A. & Thomas HuntingtonY
Anne ‘93 & Joshua JacobsY
Craig ‘71 & Patricia ‘74 Johnston
Mark ‘71 & Judy Johnston
Patricia & L. Darius JonasonY
Lisa Katz & Ed SeidelY
Charlotte H. Kirkpatrick ‘52
Emily ‘00 & Nicholas ‘93 KutchY

Lakeside Electric
Julie E. Lamy & Ramunas StepanauskasY
David & Susan Lawrence
Jeffrey Lazar
Katherine ‘91 & Steve Lemos McHale
George ‘75 & Nancy Martin
Martin Grant Associates
Thomas J. Masters ‘13 & Sam Smith
Sarah ‘81 & James MatelY
Leah McCabeY
Ann ‘73 & Alden ‘65 McFarland
Sheila McLain ‘92Y
Forrest G. Meader ‘14
Erin Miller ‘89 & Robyn A. RhodesY
Karen & Sean MoranY
Joan E. Myatt ‘47
Alice S. Palmer Scott ‘45Y
Kathryn Parrott
Karen L. Paz ‘78
Miriam & Scott PelletierY
Sarah Pendleton ‘08
Laura Phelps
Madelyn V. Pierce ‘43
Ann PinkhamY
Daniel ‘86 & Deanna Pinkham
Lynne ‘92 & Robert ‘89 PlourdeY
Pond Road Restoration
Verge Stephen Prior III ‘84 & Noel W. Runnals
Alexander & Anneliese PughY
Susan Rand McAlister ‘76 & Gary B. McAlister
Matthew Roberge ‘90
Andrew & Angela RussY
Catherine P. Scudder ‘50
Julia ‘70 & Robert ‘66 Sherman
Dale E. Smith ‘70
Tina Stafford
Margaret Stiassni Sieracki & Christopher 
SierackiY
Marley R. Storer ‘24
Nina E. Sylvia ‘84
Laura Thompson Brady & Damian BradyY
Carolyn ‘92 & Phil Todd
Avae L. Traina ‘16
Jonathon Warner ‘90
Matthew ‘88 & Sarah WeaverY

LA Science Dept Award
Anonymous

Maurice Jake Day Scholarship
Daniel ‘64 & Sandra DayY

Daniel A. Pinkham ‘61 Scholarship
Patsy G. Pinkham
Ralph R. Fowler

Margaret S. & Richard P. Schaffer
Brent ‘94 & Becky HallowellY

Richard & Jean Chadwick
Anonymous (2)

Robert ‘61 & Dolly Batteese
Eugenie W. ‘55 & W.R. Cole

Ann Pinkham
Allen H. Holmes ‘61
Timothy R. O’Bryan

Elizabeth L. Williamson ‘82 & Blaine J. Gross
Pamela Kline

Shirley B. Welton ‘65
CoreCatalysts

Lynne ‘63 & Neil CampbellY
Daniel ‘64 & Sandra DayY

Stephen P. & Karen Ann O’BryanY
Scott L. Abbotoni ‘82 & Deborah R. SucharY

John ‘69 & Kathleen ‘73 RenyY
Marc & Susan Wilborn

Judith Campbell
Ronald & Maureen Gleason
Daniel ‘86 & Deanna Pinkham

Culture & Community Fund
Rosalee & David LandryY

Displaced Student Fund
Nancy & Jack Starmer
Burns Family Foundation

Scott & Heidi ShottY

LA Music Outreach Fund
Liz & Jody Matta

Sherman/Page Endowed Fund for Music
Maia Hart ‘64

Sunshine Fund
Anonymous

Mary Gallagher Scholarship
John Gallagher ‘68Y

Page Family Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Cleveland ‘42 & Elizabeth Page,  

& Julie Page Burnheimer ‘73
Lincoln O. Page ‘68

Philip ‘70 & Gail PageY
Darcy & Brad Page

Non-Endowed Scholarships
Mark & Penelope Ziarnik

Page Family Endowed Fund
James & Lynda Letteney

Susan & Peter GlueckY
Philip ‘70 & Gail PageY

Robert ‘62 & Marjorie ‘65 Baldwin
Anonymous

Linda ‘65 & George MastersY
William Avantaggio ‘86

James ‘61 & Karen ‘62 York

Contributions to Scholarship 
& Memorial Funds

Mary Sue Weeks ‘62Y
Adam Wheeler ‘89
Paul W. Williamson ‘87
Loren ‘79 & John Wright
Norman ‘81 & Lori WrightY

Friends of Lincoln Academy
($1 - $99)
Anonymous (12)
Amy & Brian AppellY
Amanda & Richard ArmstrongY
Thomas Balch ‘08
William M. Balch & Patricia A. MatraiY
Lyn R. BassY
Denise Benner ‘92Y
Marilyn Sue Billings ‘71
Mary Blanchard ‘88 & Teresa Brophy
Theresa Bohn & Jason PotterY
Robert & Maria BreckenridgeY
Abigail Brewer ‘18
Caeden R. Bross ‘20
Linda BryantY
Brittany ‘04 & Christopher ‘03 CarterY
Emily J. Carter ‘25
Chris Cash & Rich SheaY
Deborah E. Cevasco ‘92
Andrew ‘93 & Heather Chase
Errol A. Clark ‘79
Comfort Keepers
Shanon & Jill CottaY

Candie Crocker
Julie G. Delong ‘83
Ellen & Paul DurginY
Kate Elmes ‘09 & Andrew Dorr
Karen Farnsworth ‘84
Mark Fortin
Heather Fortman ‘91
Anne S. Geisler ‘82Y
Richard GibersonY
Goode Enterpises Inc.
Paula ‘91 & Stuart GoodeY
Jessie B. Gunther ‘65
Thomas Hancock ‘71Y
Holly HarrisY
Benjamin Hatt
Caroline D. Janover
Erica P. Johnson ‘22
Michael & Deborah JohnsonY
Alison M. Kelsey-Bryant ‘90Y
Joan & John KiersteadY
Nicole ‘92 & Victoria Little
Emile & Ronna LugoschY
Donald & Mary Rae MeansY
Libby & Robert Mooney
Stephen & Karen Ann O’BryanY
M. K. O’Grady ‘93 & Stephen O’Grady
Jane ‘91 & Gary Oliver-GravelY
Hilton S. Petersen ‘21
Isobel J. Petersen ‘23
Christina F. Petra

Molly Pretorius Holme ‘92
Heather ‘91 & Peter Russell
Maureen E. Seiders Lindholm ‘79 & Albert W. 
Lindholm IIIY
Linda ShafferY
Elizabeth C. Simmons ‘90
Nancy A. Slocum ‘62
A. McKinne ‘62 & Susan StiresY
Bailey A. Plourde ‘17
Jason L. Thatcher
Benjamin Thorpe ‘03 & Michele Kennedy
Marjorie A. Turner ‘72Y
Isaac Vesery ‘10
Angelina Waltz ‘94Y
Karen E. Weeks ‘92
Shirley B. Welton ‘65
Christopher West ‘93 & Noriko Morisaki
Sara WhiteY
William & Gertrude Jones Trust
Heather Wilson ‘91

Contributions received after June 30, 2025 
will be reported in the next Annual Report of 
Contributions.

The information published here is taken
from our records. If you feel there
is an error in any of the information,
please contact the Development Office at
207-563-3596 ext.2218.

Save the date: 
2026 Alumni Community Challenge 
March 2-6, 2026

2025 Alumni 
Community 
Challenge

ACC 2025 was another record-breaking year, 
raising over $100,000 with 203 gifts!
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Visual Arts Programs at LA
Coastal Rivers Conservation Trust 

Saltwater Artists Gallery

Field Hockey
Lincoln County Field Hockey Club

LINACA Alumni Music Festival 2024
Nic Phinney ‘12
Jojo Martin ‘20

Patrick Ginnaty ‘70
Annette Rundal ‘72
Violet Holbrook ‘26

Olive Siegel ‘25
Core Redonnett ‘88Y

Michael Sevon ‘88
Griffin Han-LaLime ‘13

Ben Chute ‘13
Chuck BentonY
Brent Baldwin ‘88
Sophia Scott ‘25
Kayla Cruz ‘24

Cooper Stevens ‘23
Joe Lugosch ‘08

Juliet Kelsey Holmes ‘92
Peter Gay ‘10

Schooner Landing
Sarah Kennedy ‘00

Mexicali Blues, Inc.
Zacharius Rankin ‘12

Applied Learning Midcoast Workshop
Davis Family Foundation

Maine Community Foundation component fund
Morning Dew Farm

Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen

Homecoming
Wawenock Golf Club

Sullivan Tire
Bangor Savings

Mail It 4U
Smile Concepts

Damariscotta Hardware, Inc.
Cheney Insurance Agency

Strong Hancock Funeral Home
Kyle O’Bryan ‘89

Masters Machine Company
DiMauro Electric Inc.

Newcastle Realty
First National Bank

Maine Health
Lincoln County Publishing Company

Donation of Goods or Services
Stephen R. Jane ‘60

Mid-Coast Energy Systems, Inc.
Ecumenical Food Pantry

Central Lincoln County YMCA
Sara & John MitchellY
Richard Sewall ‘68Y

Teresa Powers
DiMauro Electric Inc.

Josh ‘99 & Kiki AllanY
Dawn Garey ‘70

Lincoln Academy Boosters

LA Pride
First National Bank

First Federal Savings and Loan
Bangor Savings

Bath Savings Institution
Lincoln Academy Boosters

LA Cross Country, Track & Field
Alan & Ashley GrandyY

Lincoln Academy Boosters
Liza A. Fleming Ives & Steven HufnagelY

Molly VanderbiltY
Teresa & Todd GandlerY

Shannon Meers & Donald TaylorY
Michael & Rebecca ClarkY

Jeffrey & Sonya BurmeisterY
Anonymous

Patricia & L. Darius JonasonY
Anthony AndersonY

Unified Basketball
Kathryn Young

Sasha St. Clair ‘00Y

Career Exploration Guest Speakers
Carob Arnold ‘96 Y
Leon MacCorkleY

Eric DuffyY
Darryn PetersenY

Visual and Performing Arts
Caralyn Boyd ‘07Y

Lincoln Academy Boosters
The Lincoln Home

Dennis ‘91 & Michele PriorY
Elizabeth ‘76 & Sam GravesY
J. William & Sandra ThomasY

Susan Valaitis
Wendy Green & Ben WestY
Heather & Dan D’Ippolito

Elizabeth & Jim Root
William Towle & Suzanne BalboY

Anonymous 
in memory of Larry Vinal ‘76

edLab
Anonymous

Cheer
Lincoln Academy Boosters

Robotics
Lincoln Academy Boosters

LANCO Integrated
Maine Space Grant Consortium

Park Steet Car Wash
Performance Paving

Lincoln Academy Boosters
Strictly Slabs

Community Health Improvement Fund
Maine Health

Golf Team
Lynne ‘92 & Robert ‘89 PlourdeY

Baseball
Darleen L. Hanley ‘74Y 

in memory of Leroy Randall Rice ‘74
Lincoln Academy Boosters

Softball
Lincoln Academy Boosters

Boys Basketball
Gerhard & Rebecca SchoenthalY 

in honor of Otto Schoenthal ‘25

Fitness Center
Lincoln Academy Boosters

2025, 2026, 2027, & 2028  
Yearbook, Cap & Gown Funds

Theresa Bohn & Jason Potter (P’25)Y
Lincoln Academy Boosters

LA Boosters
J.M. Reilly Well Drilling Inc. 
in honor of Philip A. Page ‘70

Climate Action Club
Charles & Megan Dinsmore

Gifts of Goods, Services, & Special Projects

Employee Matching 
Many employers offer matching gift programs, allowing 
some of our donors to increase their giving impact. 
Connect with your employer to see if they offer this 
opportunity.

Donor Advised Funds
Lincoln Academy is eligible to receive gifts through Donor 
Advised Funds. You may work directly with your bank to 
designate your gift, or choose this payment option on 
our giving page: https://lincolnacademy.org/support/
annualfund/

Credit or Debit Card
To support Lincoln Academy by credit or debit card, use 
this link: https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/

PayPal Find us at @LincolnAcademyMaine

Check
Please make checks payable to Lincoln Academy and mail 
them to: 
81 Academy Hill
Newcastle ME 04553

Securities/Stock
Donations of securities/stock may be given to Lincoln 
Academy by contacting:
RBC Wealth Management, Office 207.791.1511, 
800.341.0336, 
Two Portland Square, 5th Floor, 
Portland, ME 04101-6400.  
Lincoln Academy’s account number is 30074341.

Planned Giving
Structuring your financial and estate plans can allow you 
to take care of family members and support Lincoln
Academy in an impactful way. If you would like to 
establish a gift that will benefit future generations of 
Lincoln Academy students and faculty, please contact the 
Community Engagement and Development Office. There 
are many opportunities and options available to you that 
will allow us to recognize you today for your generosity 
tomorrow.

The Annual Fund
Thanks to our community of supporters, the Lincoln Academy Annual Fund 
supplements each student’s education by approximately $550. Unrestricted 
gifts to the Annual Fund provide support for general operating costs such 
as academic programming, building maintenance, faculty and staff salaries, 
athletics, visual & performing arts, and so much more.

Giving options include one-time donations, monthly gifts, and multiple-year 
pledges. 

Ways to Give:

Lincoln Academy relies on Annual Fund support
from parents, alumni, and community members to continue 

offering an excellent education for all students.

Use the link to give online: 
https://www.lincolnacademy.org/
support/annualfund/

Make a Gift.
Make a Difference.

Where to Give:

https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
https://lincolnacademy.org/support/annualfund/
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the company grow 
from 20 to over 500 
employees and over 
150 clients. Most 
recently, Erin served 
as the VP of Mar-
keting for Midcoast 
Hospitality Group 

in the Boothbay Harbor region for nine 
years. In this role, she contributed to 
the growth of two existing companies, 
nine acquired companies, and eleven 
brands. She also serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Boothbay Harbor Re-
gion Chamber of Commerce, where she 
supports local initiatives. In 2025, Erin 
and her partner purchased a vacation 
rental company, which they rebranded as 
Maineland Vacation Rentals in Midcoast 
Maine. Erin is a proud 2001 graduate of 
LA and resides in Whitefield with her 
family, which includes two pups and her 
nine-year-old son.

John Mills is the 
founder and Presi-
dent of the Maine 
Skilled Trades Ini-
tiative, a nonprofit 
supporting skilled 
trades education for 
individuals under the 
supervision of the Maine Department 
of Corrections.  John also teaches at the 
Maine State Prison in Warren. John and 
his wife Linda became full-time residents 
of Maine in 2020 following his retire-
ment from 34 years in securities broker-
age and investment management. John 

is a graduate of Deerfield Academy, has 
a B.S. from Cornell University and an 
MBA from the Kelly School of Business 
at Indiana University.

Sarah Maurer re-
turned to the LA 
Board of Trustees in 
the spring of 2025. 
She has a BA in His-
tory from Bethany 
College in Bethany, 
WVA. She is the 

co-owner of Stone Cove Catering and 
The 1812 Farm. Her previous experience 
was in sales management with both IBM 
and Siemens Corporation. She and her 
husband Todd live in Bristol and have 5 
nieces and nephews that graduated from 
LA.

2025 Linaca Festival
A talented line-up of Lincoln Academy 
student and alumni musicians took to 
the stage at the Schooner Landing on 
Friday, August 1, 2025 for the Fourth 
Annual Linaca Alumni Music Festival, 
an event to raise support for the school’s 
performing arts budget. 

Emcees Joe Lugosch ‘08 and Holly Zeller 
‘06 entertained the crowd between musi-
cal acts, humorously delivering the value 
of supporting LA performing arts–at one 
point improvising a surprisingly catchy 
rock song about tote bags! The energetic 
music of local band, The Gulch, led by 
Core Redonnett ‘88, brought even the 
shyest folks onto the dance floor. 

Many LA staff and alumni gave their 
time and energy to make the event pos-
sible, but leading the efforts were Core 
Redonnett ‘88 and LA Trustee Juliet 
Kelsey-Holmes ‘92. While Juliet helped 
ensure smooth operations, Core coordi-
nated the musicians, sound equipment, 
and program line-up. 

The Linaca Festival met its goal of rais-
ing over $10,000. Donations support the 
2025-26 operating budget for perform-
ing arts at Lincoln Academy by covering 
costs including licensing sheet music, 
maintaining instruments and equip-
ment, and registration fees for various 
competitions and festivals, including 
District and All-State Honors Festivals 
and One Act Play events.

Next year’s Linaca Festival is scheduled 
for August 7, 2026. Alumni interested in 
performing should contact the Office of 
Community Engagement and Develop-
ment.

-Ben Thorpe ‘03, Community  
Engagement & Development Associate

LEAP Senior Capstone
This year we kicked off the first cohort 
of the Senior Capstone Project called 
LEAP (Learn, Explore, Apply, Present). 
This project is a culmination of the stu-
dent experience at Lincoln Academy. In 
this inaugural version, 30 members of 
the class of 2026 challenged themselves 
to combine knowledge they have cul-
tivated at LA with guided research and 
exploration on an independently chosen 
topic with focused application of skills. 
Students presented on their research and 
portfolio to the community. In the first 
trimester, students developed an indi-

The 2025 State Champion girls tennis team were greeted with a fire truck welcome after their state finals in June. 

Admissions &  
Enrollment

Lincoln Academy enrollment is up! 
We have a record 158 enrolled fresh-

men, bringing the school total to 606 
students. Day students come from 22 
different towns in the midcoast area, and 
have a wide variety of interests. Last year, 
46% of our students participated in at 
least one sport. Our performing arts pro-
grams are off to a great start this fall with 
40 students playing an instrument and 
46 students in choir. 

The fall production of “Into the Woods” 
demonstrated the depth of musical and 
theatrical talent. Our Robotics team is 
competing with 17 students and is build-
ing and programming 4 robots for the 
state tournament. The LA Debate Team 
(13 students), Math Team (14 students) 
and Model United Nations (20 students) 
have each grown and are just getting 
rolling with their competitions. We are 
so proud of our 53 vocational students 
at Bath Regional and Career Technical 
Center, who are working toward a wide 
variety of career pathways including 
nursing, culinary, electrical, engineering, 
and criminal justice while finishing their 
academic requirements at LA. We look 
forward to celebrating everyone’s accom-
plishments this school year. 

There are 43 boarding students living 
in Kiah Bayley Hall dorm this fall, with 
more arriving in January. These boarding 
students hail from 18 different countries 

including Vietnam, Spain, Germany, 
Thailand, Mexico, and 13 other nations, 
including the US, as well as our first stu-
dent ever from Portugal. 

-Katy Nicketakis, Director of Admissions 
& Hilary Petersen, Associate Director of 

Admissions

CHIF Grant Supports  
Student Enrichment

Lincoln Academy is benefiting from the 
second year in a row of student activity 
funds from the Community Health Im-
provement Fund (CHIF), a program of 
MaineHealth Mid Coast and Lincoln 
Hospitals. These funds support Outing 
Club activities including ski trips, rock 
climbing, and whitewater rafting, club 
sports including Ultimate Frisbee, and 
an initiative to increase student commu-
nity service opportunities.  

Research shows that increasing youth 
participation in activities can have a pos-
itive impact on both the physical and 
emotional well-being of middle school 
and high school students.

“CHIF grant funding offers incredible 
opportunities to our students,” said Lin-
coln Academy Dean of Students Jake 
Abbott, who oversees the grant funding 
received by LA. “Students are getting out-
side, learning new skills, making a differ-
ence in their community, and engaging 
with each other and faculty mentors in 

new ways thanks to this support. We are 
incredibly grateful to MaineHealth for 
making all of this possible.” 

State Champs!
Lincoln’s girls tennis dynasty continued 
in the spring of 2025, when the team 
won another state championship–their 
fourth in eight years. They team also won 
the 2025 KVAC Championship, and 
Coach Melissa Burroughs was named the 
Portland Press Herald Coach of the Year. 
“Watching the girls rise to the occasion 
and battle through the adversity of be-
ing behind in the state championship is 
something I will always remember. Their 
will to win, on a very hot and humid day, 
and coming from behind, was amazing!” 
said Lincoln Academy Athletic Director 
KJ Anastasio. “Coach Burroughs did a 
great job with the girls. In my years as 
Athletic Director I have come to appre-
ciate how much coaching matters, espe-
cially for long-term, sustained success in 
a sport.”

 New Board Members
Three new members joined the Lincoln 
Academy Board of Trustees in the sum-
mer of 2025. Each will serve a three year 
term with the opportunity to renew for 
three consecutive terms.

Erin Stodder ’01 holds a BS in Anthro-
pology and Studio Art from Wheaton 
College in Massachusetts. She began her 
career at Argo Marketing Group, helping 

Holly Zeller ‘06 and Joe Lugosch ‘08 were the emcees 
of the 2025 Linaca Music Festival, which took place in 
August at the newly rebuilt Schooner Landing.

Updates
from the hill

LA students running the Kennebec River with wellness teacher and longtime rafting guide Jason Adickes. The trip 
was funded in part by CHIF. Photo courtesy Crabapple Whitewater.

Dorm students sporting black & white during 2025 
Homecoming.
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vidualized project plan, curated resourc-
es to support their research, connected 
with community-based resources, and 
defined their goals and timeline. In the 
second trimester, students documented 
the project exploration process, applied 
their skills to the proposed topic, re-
flected on successes and challenges, and 
prepared their portfolio to share with a 
wider community at the LEAP Learning 
Symposium on November 10th.

The 30 students who beta-tested the se-
nior capstone project delved into a wide 
range of project ideas, from fisheries 
research to political opinion polling to 
sports. Along with the work they did on 
their capstones, these students also pro-
vided invaluable feedback that we’ll use 
to develop this program for all members 
of the class of 2027 and beyond.  

-Maya Crosby, 
Director of Learning Initiatives 

New Flagpole
Last spring, a new flagpole was erected at 
the William A. Clark ‘60 Turf Field. LA 
Boosters helped raise the funds at their 
annual auction. “In the past, spectators 
and players alike would have to turn to 
look over the roofline of the main build-
ing to see the American flag during the 
National Anthem,” explained Dennis 
Prior ‘91, President of the LA Boosters. 
“People volunteering in the concession 
stand couldn’t see the flag at all. We love 
the location of the new flag pole.” The 
Class of 1975, celebrating their 50th re-
union, also supported the project with a 
$1,000 gift. “This felt like an important 
project for our class,” explained Robert 
Clifford, ‘75. “It was at the top of our 
list when we started brainstorming ways 
to give back to the school to honor our 
50th. Most of the funds were raised 
through a bottle drive. We will contin-
ue to raise funds to support the school.” 
The Lincolnaires performed the National 
Anthem under the new flag pole at this 
year’s Homecoming.

-Heather D’Ippolito, 
Director of Community  

Engagement & Development

Ben Thorpe ‘03:  
Community Engagement 

& Development
Ben Thorpe ‘03 re-
turned to Academy 
Hill in the role of 
Community Engage-
ment and Develop-
ment Data Manager 
in the spring of 2025. 
His role in managing 

a database of information is essential to 
developing and maintaining the school’s 
relationship with students, alumni, par-
ents, and community partners. 

Ben’s family lived in Bangladesh when he 
was a young child, and that’s where he 
learned to play soccer. When his family 
returned to Maine, he attended Great 
Salt Bay and Lincoln Academy, where 
he was the 2002 winner of the Register 
Cup, awarded to the most valuable player 
on the boys soccer team. While majoring 
in English and playing soccer at Messi-
ah College, Ben honed his writing and 
community engagement skills by writing 
for the Lincoln County Weekly during 
college summers. 

Since graduating from college he has 
moved around, most recently living in 
Oakland, California, where he taught 

English and studio art. As the new Com-
munity Engagement and Development 
Data Manager, Ben looks forward to 
engaging with alumni and community 
members while working to present Lin-
coln Academy to the public. 

He lives with his wife, Michele, a special-
ist in early classical and new music, and 
their daughter Audra May in Brunswick. 
Outside of school he loves to play music 
and soccer and make art. 

-Liam Card ‘23, 
2025 Communications Intern

All-School Boosters
The 2024-
2025 school 
year was an-
other success-
ful year for 
Lincoln Acad-
emy Boosters. 
We positioned ourselves to support the 
entire school community through our 
fundraising efforts, and not only met but 
exceeded our fundraising goals for the 
year!

All funding requests were approved 
unanimously. These included new equip-
ment for athletic programs and the fit-
ness center as well as support for school 
groups including the Talon, Lincoln-
naires, Alumni Community Challenge, 
and Concession takeover program that 
allows any group/team to volunteer in 
concessions to raise funds.

In 2025 we conducted a thorough review 
of our bylaws to bring them in better 
alignment with supporting the school. 
After many years of discussion, we voted 
unanimously to change our name from 
the Lincoln Academy Boosters Club to 
the Lincoln Academy All-School Boost-
ers Club. This change helps us better 
support the needs of the entire school 
community and for Boosters to be recog-
nized as the campus organization where 
all parents, guardians, grandparents, and 
alumni converge to volunteer and sup-
port students, faculty, and staff.

With the help of volunteers, we help 
host Homecoming, run concessions at all 
athletic events, collect gate monies, sell 

Boost Cards, and put on the ever-pop-
ular annual Booster Auction. All these 
fundraising efforts allow us to fill the 
gap between the annual school budget 
and the needs of our school community. 
Volunteers are critical to our success, and 
without volunteers we could not do what 
we do on an annual basis.

Looking ahead, the 2026-2027 school 
year will be a transition year that will re-
quire a whole new slate of officers to take 
the reins to continue the proud tradition 
of Boosters, as this will be the last year 
for all our existing officers. We are active-
ly looking for new volunteers to help fill 
leadership roles. If you are not familiar 
with LA Boosters but interested in what 
we do, we encourage you to attend a 
meeting during the school year. We meet 
on campus at 6pm in Rm. 118 on the 
second Monday of the month in August, 
September, November, January, March, 
May, and June. We look forward to see-
ing you at an upcoming meeting of the 
Lincoln Academy All-School Boosters!

Finis Opus Coronat!

- Dennis Prior ‘91, President 
Andria Deitrick, Vice President 

Darci Harrington, Treasurer 
Brenda Hedrick, Member-at-Large 

Jean Duncan, Member-at-Large

Alumni Council
The Lincoln Academy Alumni Council is 
pleased to report another successful year 
with its annual activities and events ben-
efiting Lincoln Academy.

On Saturday, June 14th, the Alumni 
Banquet welcomed over 100 people, 
continuing the tradition of reunioning at 
LA that began in 1895. The 50th reunion 
class of 1975 marched into the Alumni 
Dining Commons led by Class Marshall 
Brad Yost, sporting the class baton used 
by the Class of 1975 in their graduation 
week events.

The Class of 1965 was well organized, 
and walked away with the Attendance 
Cup, and the Class of 1983 received the 
award for the largest contribution to the 
annual campaign. Lynda Estabrook ‘65 
received the award for traveling the far-
thest, and Alice Palmer Scott ‘45 was the 

oldest attendee. A few moments of nos-
talgia at the banquet, especially for the 
Class of 1975, came with the reading of 
the address to the class by President of 
the Board of Trustees Carl Hilton ‘24 
entitled “If You Have the Courage to 
Endure.” The Head of School’s Brunch 
and the Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
wrapped up Alumni Weekend events on 
Sunday.

The Alumni Council was extremely 
pleased to announce a $10K gift to the 
school at the banquet. This gift was a 
goal realized by longtime council mem-
ber Bob Plourde ‘89, who presented the 
check to Head of School Jeff Burroughs. 
We awarded two $500 scholarships on 
Class Night, one to Kellen Adickes, the 
Senior Class President, and one to Joseph 
Levesque as a member of Lincoln’s out-
standing Robotics Team.

Homecoming 2025 kicked off with the 
annual parade, with the N.C. Hunt Spir-
it Float leading LA cheers for those on 
main street and the large gathering at 
the Shuck Station. Athletic contests on 
Friday and Saturday saw lively crowds 
with plenty of school spirit and alumni 
from multiple decades spotted amongst 
those in attendance. We are so fortunate 
to have facilities at LA that contribute to 
a unique and spectator friendly setting.  

The Homecoming Golf Scramble on 
Sunday wrapped up a beautiful Home-
coming weekend with over 50 alumni, 

future alumni, and parents participating. 
It was great to see alumni reconnecting 
and reminiscing about their days at LA.

2026 Alumni Weekend will highlight 
classes ending in ones and sixes, which 
includes the Class of 1976, Lincoln’s US 
Bicentennial class. Nominations from the 
public for the Lincoln Academy Sports 
Hall of Fame are due January 1 and es-
sential to find deserving individuals not 
yet recognized for their athletic achieve-
ments. Forms are available through the 
Community Engagement and Develop-
ment Office. 

The  alumni council has a dedicated core 
of veterans but encourages anyone who 
would like to join the council to contact 
any member to become a member.

The alumni council looks forward to 
serving the Lincoln Academy Association 
in the 2025-26 school year and wishes 
you all the very best.   

Alumni Council Members:

Phil Page ‘70, President 
Cindy Wade ‘83, Vice-President 

Chrissy Wajer ’85, Secretary 
Angie Waltz ‘94, Treasurer 

Lori Storozynsky ’83 
Britt Hatch ‘84  
Bob Plourde ‘89 
Kyle LeBeau ‘90 

Lynne Plourde ‘92 

The Lincolnaires honor choir opened the Homecom-
ing varsity field hockey and soccer games by singing 
the national anthem under the newly-installed flag 
on William A. Clark ‘60 Field.

Phil Page organizing the Spirit Float at the 2025 Homecoming parade.
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and Cale Inc. in Damariscotta. Robert served on 
the Lincoln Academy board of trustees from 
2004 until 2010 and was selected as the 2011 
alumnus of the year by the Lincoln Academy 
Alumni Council. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 7
Julie Cunningham and Elise Duckett Lisle were 
inducted into the Lincoln Academy Sports Hall of 
Fame in June of 2025. See story p. 22

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 0
Michael Morrison was featured as a Lincoln 
County News Character of the County in Octo-
ber 2024. Michael lives in New Harbor and is a 
photographer, mechanic, and longtime fuel truck 
driver for Colby and Gale Inc. His hobbies include 
growing giant pumpkins and helping to mount 
the outboards used in the Pumpkinfest Regatta. 
He also creates giant paper mache and fiberglass 
models for his family’s holiday displays and local 
community events including dragons, fire trucks, 
a giant pumpkin, and an abominable snowman. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 3
Lisa Masters was honored as Lincoln Academy 
Alumnus of the Year in June of 2025 for her 
many years of impactful work in the Damariscot-
ta-Newcastle business and nonprofit community. 
See story p. 23.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 4
Yvette Seigler Woodman was inducted into the 
Lincoln Academy Sports Hall of Fame in June of 
2025. See story p. 23

C L A S S  O F  1 9 8 8
Brent Baldwin is a musician based in Austin, 
Texas. Having kicked off his music career at 
Lincoln Academy with the punk outfit Pilots 
on Drugs, Brent went on to tour the world as a 
conductor, composer, producer, and in-demand 
multi-instrumentalist. His collaborative approach 
to music has drawn him into the creative circles 
of world-renowned acts such as Big Star, Roky 
Erickson, Wilco, Alejandro Escovedo, Trail of 
Dead, and REM, and he has been the recipient of 
countless awards and recognitions for his artistic 
work. Brent performed alongside other alumni 
this summer at the 4th Annual Linaca Alumni 
Music Festival.

Jason Boyd was inducted into the Lincoln Acade-
my Sports Hall of Fame in June of 2025. See story 
p. 23

Core Redonnett started the band, The Gulch, 
with longtime friends and LA alumni Griffin 
Han-Lalime '13 and Ben Chute '13 in 2016. They 
play locally, bringing your favorite Hannaford hits 
to the Lincoln County masses. Core also enjoys 
scoring and composing for musical theater and 
other projects as well as teaching privately, any-
thing except the banjo.

Michael Sevon is a drummer performing with 
The Gulch, The Shedders, Chris Height, Slippery 
Slope, Papa Tim and the Whiskey Throttle Band, 
and many other Lincoln County ensembles. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 0
Sam Nichols is starting his 24th year at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, where he’s a Professor 
of Teaching, and chair of the Music Department. 
Despite living 3,000 miles from his hometown, 
he visits Lincoln County as often as he can. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 2
Tim Caroll served as the camera man for Larry 
Sidelinger ‘70 and Jeff Bradbury’s LCTV basket-
ball productions while a student at LA in the ear-
ly 1990s. Since then Tim has become an accom-
plished pool player, and recently qualified for an 
American Poolplayers Association tournament 
held in Las Vegas in May. 

Malcolm Simmons recently obtained his Cap-
tain’s license from the US Coast Guard. He has 
opened a new fishing charter business, named 
Illusion Fishing Charters, LLC that operates out of 
Round Pond Harbor.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 3
Paul Leeman recently returned to long distance 
running after taking a break from the sport in 
2019. He participated in the Last Man Stand-
ing Ultra Marathon on August 30, 2025 in New 
Gloucester. He completed 54.6 miles, inspired by 
his son Paul ‘26 and local ultra distance runner 
and LA parent Jason Bigonia (P’29), to complete 
lap number twelve to put him over the 50 mile 
mark.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 4
Ben Kelsey was a standout basketball player and 
elite high school golfer at Lincoln Academy.  He 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 1
Herb Packard was inducted into the Lincoln 
Academy Sports Hall of Fame in June of 2025. 
See story p. 22.

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 4
Carole Fowler shared the following notes about 
the friendships among the class of 1964. “There 
were seven of us “girls” who were very close, 
five of whom made the 60th. One is in Belfast & 
couldn’t make the Reunion. One was away with 
her husband visiting his family in the mid-west. 

Becky Raser Nunn (far right, above) came from 
OR.

Dru has deemed the four of us, who are again 
local after retirement, as the “Core Four,” which 
makes us all laugh. Mary Martha isn’t totally re-
tired though as you know! 

One last smile.....Dru & I were in Miles Hospital 
together when we were born. Our Mums were 
close friends and on the LA basketball team to-
gether. Her mum Elaine (French) Winchebach '41 
and my mum Dorothy (Fraser) Pierce '41. There 
have been a good many Pierces and Frasers at 

LA. Right now Will Fraser '94 is a teacher (and my 
nephew) and I can quickly think of others who 
are grads or attending now. My grandfather Lin-
wood Pierce '14 & grandmother Ella Whitehouse 
'16 met at LA in the early 1900’s. That started 
the love of LA.”

C L A S S  O F  1 9 6 6
Tim Clark has lived a life dedicated to communi-
ty service in the midcoast area, and was honored 
in June, 2025 with the Lincoln Academy Alumni 
Service Award. See story p. 23

C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 9
Lisa Brackett was featured in the Lincoln County 
News “Characters of the County” column in June 
2025. Brackett is currently Monhegan Island’s 
tax collector, town clerk, registrar of voters, runs 
Brackett Rentals, and manages The Bait Bag. 

C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 5
Robert Clifford was featured as a Lincoln Coun-
ty News Character of the County in December 
2024 highlighting his service to the community.  
Robert lives in South Bristol where he is a select 
board member and co-founder of The Communi-
ty Energy Fund of Lincoln County, providing heat-
ing assistance to residents of Lincoln County. He 
is a US Army veteran and former owner of Colby 

The Yeaton sisters, Cindy Yeaton Wade ‘83 and Chris-
sy Yeaton Wajer ‘85, are tireless volunteers for Lincoln 
Academy. Chrissy has served as president of the Board 
of Trustees, and Cindy is the current president. In ad-
dition, they both serve on the Alumni Council, where 
they never miss a chance to support the school. Chris-
sy spearheaded the grilling of chicken for Phil Page’s 
retirement party, bringing in her husband CJ and kids 
Brie ‘17 and Ethan ‘10 to help out. At 2025 Home-
coming (pictured above), they cooked burgers for the 
traditional Alumni Council fundraiser.

Class Notes

Members of the Class of 1964 last year at their reunion. From left: Cheryl Rice Roney, Mary Martha Collins, Dru 
Sanford, Susan Clark Chamblee, Maia Hart, Carole Fowler, and Becky Raser Nunn

2 0 2 5  G O L F  S C R A M B L E
Over 50 golfers including Lincoln Academy alumni, parents, staff members, and spouses participated in the 2025 Homecoming Golf Scramble in September. They are (from 
left) Hunter Williams ‘16, Nate Simmons ‘18, Phil Page ‘70, Cody Tozier ‘17, Jesse Bagley ‘07, Ryan Gleason ‘88, Derek Joannides ‘07, Luke Houghton ‘88, Stewart Han-
ley ‘07, Jamie Hilton ‘86, Max Blake ‘28, Brendon Moran ‘07, Damon Ellinwood ‘24, Chris McKenney ‘89, Brody Day ‘28, Spencer McDaniels ‘24, Jed Weaver ’88, Drew 
Nichols ‘28, Colin Mitchell ‘28, Tucker Stiles ‘24, CJ Pendleton ‘96, Wyatt Simmons ‘25, Will Farrell ‘23, Bob Plourde ‘89, Ken Seiders ‘91, Eben Lord ‘22, Griffin Bond 
‘22, Link Page ‘68, Ben Kelsey ‘94, Maddox Tilas ‘22, Dickey McKenney ‘86, Barry Knott ‘76, Arthur Poland ‘83, Kobe Lincoln ‘16, Adam Gamage ‘96, Dawson Wall, Paul 
Kelsey ‘88, Heidi Kelsey ‘88, Daniel Wall ‘92, Leonard Wall ‘19, Mike Prentice ‘89, Dennis Boyd ‘08, Reed Prentice ‘28, Josh Hatch ‘91, Cole Leeman ‘16, Dalton Leeman 
‘12, Noah Dawson ‘15. Not pictured: Ian Mullinder ‘97.

Nicole Little '92, Scott Little '89, and Sarah Elwell 
(Benner) '71.

A few members of the Class of 1966 were able to 
gather in the summer of 2024 with special guest, Mary 
Mitchell van der Merwe, who was an exchange student 
from Cape Town, South Africa. From Left: Sidney & 
Cindy DeLong, Cally Stires Aldrich, Nancy Cooke Cot-
ter, Penny Plummer Davala, Janice Chapman, Tim 
& Adele Clark, George Dolengowski & Patty Palmer, 
Mary Mitchell van der Merwe, Phil & Linda Blom-
quist. Stay tuned for the 60th reunion date and reach 
out to Penny Davala or Phil Blomquist with questions!
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C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 6
Sam Parker recently moved to Phippsburg with 
his wife, Trish, after living in New York City, New 
Jersey, and Virginia. Together they run Saturday 
Flowers Studio, Trish’s floral design business. 
Sam also records and produces original music, 
which can be found at samuelparker.bandcamp.
com and sambrosiamusic.bandcamp.com.  

Jas Walton writes: “My wife and I recently 
moved back to Newcastle after 15+ years in New 
York, ready for a change of pace (and scenery!). 
I work as a tax advisor, specializing in helping 
musicians, artists, and other freelancers navigate 
taxes and make smart financial decisions. I am 
also still active as a musician [saxophonist]: a 
couple weeks ago I was touring the West Coast 
with Yo-Yo Ma and Angelique Kidjo in their Sara-
bande Africaine project, and earlier this year I 
released a new album of original music with my 
band EMEFE, titled Forward. It’s been really won-
derful to reconnect with so many folks from Lin-
coln, class of ‘06 and otherwise - this is a special 
community and we’re very happy to be back!!”

David Thorpe lives in Bremen with his spouse, 
Sarah, and their daughters, Nell (4) and Rosy 
(1). Sarah is Captain of the schooner, Eastwind, 
conducting public tours out of Boothbay, and Da-
vid is Master Carpenter at the Boothbay Harbor 
Shipyard. Sarah and David are currently fixing up 
a 43’ Rhodes Yawl for family excursions.

Renny Sabina is Associate Director of Digital 
Marketing Strategy and Marketing Operations at 
the Maine Island Institute. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 8
Kaitlin Hanna was featured as a Lincoln County 
News Character of the County in November 2024. 
Kaitlin lives in South Bristol with her family and 
is a fifth-generation boat captain and carpenter.  
After graduating from LA Kaitlin worked on farms 
in Washington and Oregon through Worldwide 
Opportunities on Organic Farms, helped rebuild 
houses in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, 
and spent summers working for the Hardy Boat. 
In 2011 she moved to Tanzania for a teaching 
job at the British School of Zanzibar and later 
became the school’s head teacher.  When she re-
turned to Maine she followed in her father Chad 
Hanna’s footsteps getting her captain’s license 
and started Captaining the Hardy Boat in 2016.  
In 2020 Kaitlin decided to pursue a career in oc-
cupational therapy and is currently working on 
her master’s at the University of Southern Maine.

Kristina Verney was featured as a Lincoln Coun-
ty News Character of the County in August 2025. 
She is Program Manager for Community Health 
at LincolnHealth where she has developed pro-
grams to promote access to healthy food and 
established Works on Wellness, a project to grow 
fresh produce at LincolnHealth campuses.  Kristi-
na is also Vice President of the Alna Snowmobile 
Club. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 0
Chauncey Erskine opened another business 
along Main Street in Wiscasset in 2025, Pana-
cea, a restaurant serving a variety of chowders, 
soups, and sandwiches. A frequent traveler and 
serial entrepreneur, Chauncy has also worked for 
his parents’ Newcastle-based company Mexicali 
Blues, as well as owning and operating Maine 
Booch, a hard kombucha bar that was open in 
Damariscotta from 2021-2023. He was featured 
as a Lincoln County News Character of the Coun-
ty in June, 2025.               

Isaac Vesery is in his second year working at Lin-
coln Academy as Assistant Director of Residential 
Life and Social Studies teacher. He lives in KB Hall 
dorm, and says, “I am really happy to be back in 
the midcoast community after a number of years 
living and working outside of Maine.” 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 2
Kate (Lewis) Blake ‘12 is the Office Manager at 
BKC Concrete Inc., owned by her husband Bran-
don Blake. BKC Concrete provides “full founda-
tion and flatwork concrete services in Midcoast, 
Maine and beyond.”

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 3
Hannah Fake was working for the National 
Forest Service in Idaho until she got caught up 
in the government firings this past winter and 
ended up changing jobs. She is now the city clerk 
of Stanley, Idaho. She continues to enjoy the sur-
rounding public lands in all seasons and is get-
ting married next summer to Karl Menzel, who 
she met working in the Forest Service in Idaho.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4
Jackie Hassenpflug was featured as a Lincoln 
County News Character of the County in April, 
2025. She completed her BA degree in Graphic 
Design from Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity in December, 2024, and currently works for 
Colby and Gale in Damariscotta while residing in 
Bristol. 

Sammi Zaidi graduated from Wheaton College 
with a double-major in Film & New Media Stud-
ies and Political Science in 2018. After college he 
headed overseas to pursue a double-masters in 
Global Media & Communications beginning with 
The London School of Economics in the UK (Class 
of 2020). 

After the news of Phil Page’s retirement he sent 
this note to Mr. Page: “I’m also the proud owner 
of a 2-door Jeep Wrangler, and I used it to drive 
across the country to Los Angeles, California to 
complete my studies at the University of South-
ern California and earn my Master of Arts. I’ve 
been working in entertainment ever since. If 
you watched last summer’s Bad Boys: Ride or 
Die starring Will Smith, you would’ve seen my 
“blink and you miss it” cameo. Will’s a heck of 
a nice guy and it was fun getting to work with 
him through the spring. I then worked for a TV 
manager until recently where I began at a talent 
agency called William Morris Endeavor. From LA 
to LA -- I’ll be here for the foreseeable future. 

Bowen ‘Willy’ Wang tied the knot last year and 
welcomed a beautiful baby girl this year! This 
summer, he’ll be visiting his Maine family - the 
Brinklers: Carole, Mike (‘84), Alexis (‘09) and 
Liam (‘16) and bringing along his new family for 
some summertime fun.  Willy was in the inau-
gural group of International Students at LA and 
lived with the Brinklers during his high school 
career.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 5
Angus Fake wrapped up two years of teaching 
social studies at Lincoln Academy in the spring 

bio, Mac “represents businesses, municipalities, 
and individuals on a wide array of litigation 
matters. … Mac is a graduate of the University of 
Maine School of Law, where he also served as edi-
tor-in-chief of the Maine Law Review and a teach-
ing assistant in Legal Writing. His comment, Bail 
Reform and Intimate Partner Violence in Maine, 
was published in the Maine Law Review in 2019. 
Mac lives in Brunswick with his wife, son and 
several cats. He loves the outdoors, reading, writ-
ing, and listening to new music. He has kayaked 
down half of the Mississippi River and completed 
the Maine Marathon three times.”

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 5
Christa Thorpe is a Senior Community Develop-
ment Officer at the Maine Island Institute. She 
lives in Bremen with her husband, Bennett Col-
lins, and their two kids, the older of whom just 
began school at Great Salt Bay this fall.

Meredith (Hughes) Gray served as Childcare 
Director for an area YMCA before becoming the 
High School Workforce Development Coordinator 
for Bath Iron Works in 2024.

Senator Cameron Reny ‘03 speaking at 2025 Lincoln 
Academy graduation.

Class Notes
Got a Class Note 
for the next Aerie?

U p d a t e  y o u r  i n f o :  
l i n c o l n a c a d e m y. o r g / a l u m n i /

u p d a t e - y o u r - i n f o /

is the owner of Citizens Energy in Lisbon, which 
employs seven people who install and service 
heating and air conditioning systems. More 
recently he opened a sports and novelty card 
store in Lisbon called the “Card Locker.” He lives 
in Richmond with his wife Erica and their two 
daughters, Alexa and Arianna. Ariana just passed 
her medical boards to be a radiation therapist. 
As a basketball player Ben was an exceptional 
rebounder and shot blocker while leading his 
team in scoring.  

C L A S S  O F  1 9 9 5
Kara Wilber owns Dooryard LLC, a housing 
and community development company based 
in Rumford, ME. Dooryard has been featured in 
Maine press for their projects, which range from 
single family homes to 10-unit apartment build-
ings, including the project recently constructed 
on Mills Road in Newcastle. Their website is 
https://www.dooryard.us/.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 0
Carolyn “Lane” Harris is living in Mobile, AL 
with her husband and a clowder of eight cats. 
They enjoy the lack of snow, the beauty of south-
ern coastal living, and the variety of food and 
fun they get to experience there. Lane worked at 
Petco for 14 years and is in her fourth year as 
General Manager at the Mobile, AL Petco store. 
Despite the challenges of the retail world today, 
she has a successful store, which she attributes 
to the years of retail experience that growing up 
in Maine gave her. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 1
Sarah Rogers is an Associate Broker at Newcas-
tle Realty, representing clients across Nobleboro, 
Damariscotta, Bristol, and beyond. She also helps 
to run a lawn care business alongside her hus-
band, Jason, and enjoys spending time at her 
family camp on Damariscotta Lake.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 2
Heather (Buckland) Conyers has returned to 
Maine after 5 years as the Dean of Students at 
Liberty High School in Colorado Springs, Colora-
do. She is now an Assistant Principal at South 
Portland School High School. After graduating 
from LA, Heather attended Northeastern Uni-
versity, where she earned a BA in Spanish and 

a Master of Arts and Teaching degree in elemen-
tary education.

She, her husband Brandon, and sons Theodore 
and Romeo now reside in Falmouth, Maine. 
Heather’s Class proudly raised the funds to buy 
the granite Lincoln Academy sign with the slo-
gan “Help Carry the Load.”

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 3
Christina Powell is a communications and ad-
vocacy specialist at the United Nations (UN) 
humanitarian affairs agency. Her work with the 
UN over the course of about 10 years has tak-
en her to assignments in Africa, Asia, the Middle 
East and Europe. Christina’s focus in recent years 
has been on raising the visibility of humanitarian 
crises. See story p. 16.

Cameron Reny was reelected to a second term in 
the Maine State Senate, representing District 13. 
Her committee assignments are Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs, and Marine Resources. She 
was selected by the Lincoln Academy Class of 
2025 as one of their Baccalaureate speakers.

Marlie Reny is an artist based in Round Pond. 
She started the company, Suculente Fiber Arts, 
making art that incorporates yarn, felt, driftwood, 
and recycled fibers. 

Ben Thorpe moved to Maine with his family in 
2024 from Oakland, California, and joined the 
Development team at Lincoln Academy in the 
Spring of 2025. He lives in Brunswick with his 
spouse, Michele Kennedy, and their four-year-old 
daughter. Michele is a soprano specializing in Ba-
roque music, and Ben has worked as a teacher 
and visual artist since completing his MFA at the 
School of Visual Arts in NYC in 2014. See story 
p. 36.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 4
Mac Walton is an attorney at Drummond Wood-
sum in Portland. According to his professional 

Jas Walton ‘06 on stage with Yo-Yo Ma and Angelique 
Kidjo as part of their Sarabande Africaine project.

Isaac Vesery ‘10 and Angus Fake ‘15 at 2025 Lincoln 
Academy graduation. Both taught at LA during the 
2024-25 school year. Angus has gone on to graduate 
school, while Isaac is still at LA.Jas Walton ‘06 with cellist YoYo Ma.

http://www.lincolnacademy.org/alumni/update-your-info/
http://www.lincolnacademy.org/alumni/update-your-info/
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C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0
Jarrett Gulden graduated in the spring of 2025 
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute with a 
BS and MS in Aerospace Engineering. He also 
wrapped up his last year of collegiate running 
cross country and track for WPI. He has been 
spending the last three summers working on 
a charter boat on Kauai, Hawaii, where he now 
lives year round.

Braxton Farrin graduated from Wheaton College 
in 2024 with a bachelor’s degree in Neurosci-
ence and moved to Madison, Wisconsin, where 
he works as a Sample Coordinator for Thermo 
Fisher Scientific, a CRA pharmaceutical company 
that focuses on industry leading research for FDA 
drug approval. He writes, “my goal is to pursue 
graduate education in biotechnology with a 
focus in neuroscience and drug discovery to ad-
vance the future of clinical treatment.”

Tatum Hancock, an outstanding soccer player 
at LA who went on to play college soccer at St. 
Joseph’s College, is the girls soccer head coach at 
Hall-Dale. Last season she led the Hall-Dale Bull-
dogs to an undefeated 10-0-4 season. In addition 
to coaching, Tatum works as a first grade teacher 
at Dresden elementary school. 

Jojo Martin graduated from Tufts University in 
May of 2025 with a double major in music and 
political science. He is currently pursuing a Mas-
ters in the Art of Teaching (MAT) at Tufts, and 
completing his student teaching in a high school 
social studies classroom at Medford High School. 
Jojo and classmate Lucas Steinberger are room-
mates in Somerville, MA, regularly play music 

together, both in their apartment and at profes-
sional gigs around Boston and Maine. 

Ellie Mathews graduated with a degree in poli-
tics and a minor in English from King’s College, 
London on August 1, 2025 with First Class Hon-
ors. She continues to live and work in London.

Lucas Steinberger graduated from Tufts Uni-
versity in May of 2025 with a degree in Physics. 
He is currently studying Quantitative Analysis at 
Harvard University. He and classmate Jojo Martin 
are still roommates in Somerville, Massachusetts. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1
Frida Hennig was named to 2024 Dean’s List at 
Clark University and graduated this spring sum-
ma cum laude. 

Scott Petersen graduated from Brown University 
in 2025 with a Bachelor of Science in Comput-
er Science and Economics. He now works as a 
Software Development Engineer at CVS Health, 
where he helps build the company’s internal 
knowledge management solutions.

Riley Stevenson is a senior at Brown Univer-
sity, after spending her junior  year studying 
abroad in Tanzania and New Zealand, studying 
Wildlife Conservation and Earth Systems. She 
camped alongside tigers in the Serengeti and at 
the foot of glaciers in the Southern Alps. She is 
back Brown University for her senior year, and is 
planning to continue to pursue coastal outdoor 
education opportunities post-grad. 

Maddy York played basketball for 3 years (2021-
2024) at Southern Maine Community College 
where she won player of the year for the confer-
ence and broke several records. She transferred 
to the University of Southern Maine (2024-2025) 
where she surpassed 1000 collegiate points 
during a game on Jan. 8th, 2024. York graduat-

of 2025. He is currently pursuing a Masters in in-
ternational development and economic policy at 
the Tufts University Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy in Massachusetts. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 6
Lillian Bisset married Luke Sherman Klenda on 
Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024 at The Barn at Silver Oaks 
Estate in Winthrop. Lillian met Luke, a graduate 
of Yarmouth High School, at college at Saint Jo-
seph’s College in Standish, where they both grad-
uated in May of 2020. The couple was engaged 
early June 2022.  

Liam Brinkler launched the first ever Lincoln 
County Boys Rugby Club, which is now coming 
off of a fun and successful debut season. He is 
now leading the creation of the county’s first 
girls’ team.

John Tonry and Lexie Dalton got engaged on 
June 2, 2025, and welcomed Maeve Lee Tonry on 
August 18, 2025.

Gus Williams returned to teach at Lincoln 
Academy in the fall of 2025. He graduated from 
Wheaton College in 2020 with a degree in studio 
art. In addition to working as an independent 
artist, Gus served as an Educator in Residence 
at Kieve-Wavus and earned his Maine teaching 
license in K-12 art. He is currently teaching Art 
Fundamentals and Introduction to Design, Engi-
neering, and Technology at LA.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 7
Essie Martin is a graduate student at the Univer-
sity of Maine’s Darling Marine Center in South 
Bristol, studying marine biology and aquacul-
ture. She lives in Rockland with her dog, Bruce.

Brie Wajer was named assistant coach for the 
Eastern Kentucky University (EKU) women’s bas-
ketball team in June of 2025. Brie started her col-
legiate coaching career in 2022 as the Assistant 
Director of Basketball Operations at her alma 
mater, Villanova, where she played basketball 
for three seasons. During her junior season, she 
helped lead the team to a 17-7 record and an 
appearance in the Big East quarterfinals. 

Brie moved from the Villanova program to serve 
as a team coordinator and academic liaison at 
EKU.  She spent the 2024–25 season at Army 
West Point, where she served as an assistant 
coach and contributed to one of the nation’s 

top defensive units before returning to EKU this 
season in an assistant coaching role. Before mov-
ing back to Kentucky Brie spent a day in June 
grilling chicken alongside her dad, CJ Wajer, and 
Briceson Henny ‘90, for Phil Page ‘70’s retire-
ment party.  

Lucy Williams graduated from Wheaton College 
in 2021 with a double major in Physics and Stu-
dio Art. Since then she has worked in remote 
areas of the world helping teams of scientists 
conduct their research in harsh environments. 
In this past year she has spent several months 
on the ice sheets of Greenland and after a quick 
rest back home, she shipped off to the other end 
of the earth and is now working in the southern 
pole of Antarctica. When she’s not freezing at the 
top and bottom of the world she is living with 
her two siblings in Union, Maine.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 8
Emma Allen graduated with her Doctorate in 
Physical Therapy from the University of Vermont 
in 2025. She is now working at Flaming Physical 
Therapy in Damariscotta, and has been a strong 
supporter of the athletes on Lincoln Academy’s 
Cross Country Team, of which she is an alum, 
helping with preseason Team Camp and shar-
ing her experience as an athlete who recovered 
from injury and a professional physical therapist. 
After graduating from LA, Emma competed on 
the Cross Country and track teams at St. Joseph’s 
College in Standish, and continues to run com-
petitive distance races.

Helen Newell graduated from Berklee College of 
Music in 2022 where she studied Violin Perfor-

mance and American Roots. She currently lives 
in Nashville, Tennessee where she has an active 
performing life as a professional violinist, playing 
in orchestras, musicals, recording sessions, cham-
ber groups, and folk bands. She also continues to 
teach fiddle.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 9
May Halm completed her Masters in Acting at 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama in the 
fall of 2025. As her culminating project, May 
wrote and produced a play about a brother and 
sister reuniting at their childhood home on an 
island and facing sea level rise and unending 
rain. She plans to come home for the holidays 
and then return to Wales to pursue opportunities 
in acting in the United Kingdom.

ed from SMCC with an associates degree in both 
Medical Assisting and Health Science. She will be 
done with her bachelors in Health Science in De-
cember, and will also join the Lincoln Academy 
coaching staff as the JV girls basketball coach for 
the 2025-26 season.

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 2
Will Sherrill recently returned from a 71-day 
training voyage aboard the TS Kennedy, where 
he served as the Cadet Master, the ranking mem-
ber of student leadership. He is currently in his 
senior year at Maine Maritime Academy.

Alana Brown is attending Husson University. 

Avery Redonnett is attending Husson University

Erica Johnson is a senior at the University of 
Maine, Farmington, where she is a standout 
track athlete. She is an All-Region honoree for 
the 2025 NCAA Division III Indoor Track & Field 
season, awarded by the U.S. Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA). 
Erica was awarded All-Region Honors for being 
tied for 5th place for the 60m Hurdle in the East 
Region. This makes Erica U. Maine Farmington’s 
first indoor track and field athlete to receive 
all-region honors. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3
Cooper Stevens is a musician specializing in 
rap, and he joined fellow LA alumni this past 
summer as a performer at the Linaca Alumni 
Music Festival. He created his own record label 
called Flamed Havoc in 2021, and his music can 
be found on streaming platforms, including You-
Tube, Spotify, and Apple Music.

Liam Card is a junior at Hamilton College, where 
he runs cross country and track. He was named 
to the 2024 New England Small College Athletic 
Conference (NESCAC) fall all-academic team for 
men’s cross country and the 2025 New England 
Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) win-
ter all-academic team for men’s indoor track 
and field. The recognition honors sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors who have maintained a 
cumulative grade point average of 3.50 or high-
er. Liam also served as a summer intern in the 
Lincoln Academy Communications Office in the 
summer of 2025.

Ashly Campbell had a big day on July 3, 2025, 
when she graduated from US Coast Guard basic 
training in Cape May, New Jersey AND married 
classmate Kevin Crossly. A certified welder, Ashly 
is currently attending A-school in Virginia to be-

The poster for May Halm ‘19’s play, The Rot, that was 
the culminating project for her masters degree at the 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.

Lucas Steinberger and Jojo Martin graduated in May 
of 2025 from Tufts University. The were college room-
mates and continue to live together in Somerville, 
Massachusetts.
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Riley Stevenson ‘21 in the Southern Alps during her 
junior year abroad.

Maeve Lee Tonry, daughter of Lexie Dalton ‘16 and 
John Tonry '16.

Maddy York ‘21 
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come a Coast Guard Machinery Technician. 

Abigayle R. Reed is a Licensed Cosmetologist 
at Revival in Winthrop, offering a variety of hair 
and nail services. She is currently working toward 
becoming a Licensed Cosmetology Instructor. 
She looks forward to sharing her passion and 
knowledge with the next generation of beauty 
professionals.

Elle Stevens ‘24 and Jack Duncan ‘23 are en-
gaged and planning a November wedding. Elle 
works at Brown’s Farm in Nobleboro, and Jack 
recently graduated from Kennebec Valley Com-
munity College and is working as a lineman with 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers (IBEW). They live in Wiscasset. 

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4
Emma Abbott is in her second year at UMaine 
Orono studying psychology and astronomy. She 
continues to work at Mexicali Blues during the 
summer and vacation. 

Lucas Houghton ‘24, a freshman majoring in 
international business and logistics at Maine 
Maritime Academy followed in his father, Luke 
Houghton’s ‘88 footsteps and joined the Maine 
Maritime Academy Football team. In 1993, Luke 
was the Championship team captain that won 
the New England Football Conference title and 
the Eastern Collegiate Conference championship.  

Jasper New was named to the 2024 Dean’s List 
at Clark University.

Eliot O’Mahoney is a sophomore at St. Lawrence 
College in Canton, New York, where he runs on 

F A C U LT Y  N O T E S
Jake Abbott (Dean of Students) completed his 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) basic 
course in April of 2025, and works per diem for 
Central Lincoln County Ambulance in addition to 
his job as LA Dean of Students.

After moving to Whitefield in June of 2024 he 
joined Whitefield Fire and First Responders, but 
still manages to serve on the Newcastle Volun-
teer Fire Company as well. “I find a lot of satis-
faction in helping people in their greatest time of 
need,” he said. “The EMT credential allows me to 
learn a new skill set, and having that knowledge 
allows me to work with a lot of LA alums who 
are part of the CLC Ambulance crew including 
paramedics Kristin (Magnussen) Roberts ‘01, 
Nick Bryant ‘06 (service chief of Lincoln County 
Ambulance), Vladi Sherrill ‘19, Avery Lowe ‘18 
(EMT), Niko Brank ‘26.” 

Owning a house in Whitefield has allowed Jake 
and his wife Missy, whose daughter Emma 
graduated in 2024, to get back to their farming 
roots. They are currently growing cut flowers and 
blackberries, with more farming to come in the 
future.

Griff Braley (Performing Arts Teacher and The-
ater Director): An updated version of the one act 
play The Machine Stops, written by Griff Braley 
and based on a 1909 short story by E.M Forster, 
was selected for the 2025 Maine Playwright’s 
Festival, a program of Acorn Theater in Portland. 
The play was based on Lincoln Academy’s 2023 
Regional Champion One Act Play. He writes, “Our 
40-minute version was popular with audiences 
and judges at both the regional and state festi-
vals. A number of adult actors who saw the high 

school show suggested an expanded version for 
the company at Heartwood Regional Theater. So, 
I began to consider that possibility. Around oth-
er projects, I slowly completed a rewrite in 2024 
and entered the Maine Playwright’s Festival. This 
expanded version included more original seg-
ments and a somewhat altered timeline for the 
play, addressing issues that were not fixable in 
the one act form. 

Selected as one of the three One Acts at the 
Maine Playwright’s Festival at Portland Stage, 
the play was assigned a cast and director from 
the Portland area and performed in May of 2025. 
I had little to do with the staged reading, but was 
able to attend and listen, and most importantly, 
gain audience feedback. This sent me back to the 
script for a major rewrite. Because neither the 
high school one acts or MPF event could exceed a 
forty minute running time, I knew I had more to 
develop in the play. I’ve been working on it since 
May and we’ve placed the title in Heartwood’s 
season for the summer of 2026. Over the next 
few months, I’ll start auditioning and finding 
collaborators.

“The opportunity to investigate and make new 
work with LA students is incredibly rewarding. 
We all learn a great deal, and sometimes it can 
be the start of something more long term. The 
Poe Theater has been somewhat of an incuba-
tor for projects like this. I expect we’ll see a few 
present and former LA students in the cast next 
summer.”

Maya Crosby (Director of Learning Initiatives) 
married Brian Belliveau on July 11, 2025 at Mar-
shall Pt Lighthouse in Port Clyde, Maine. They live 
in Waldoboro. 

Jack DeAngelis (English) earned his Masters in 
the Art of Teaching in 2024. He said, “I complet-
ed my Master of Education in curriculum and in-

struction at the University of Virginia last Decem-
ber. The program was 100% remote which meant 
that I didn’t have to give up my teaching practice 
here at LA. Being both a part-time student and a 
full-time teacher was a challenge, but it taught 
me how to connect the work of talented educa-
tors from all over the country to the important 
work we do in our corner of the Maine coast. 
Now, I bring that larger perspective to everything 
I do as a teacher.”

Jonathan Going (Social Studies)’s new baby 
Vincent was born on July 11th. Vincent joins his 
sister Ingrid, now 4 years old. The family lives 
in Warren in a house they built themselves and 
completed in 2025. 

Jonathan Mess (Visual Art) exhibited ceramic 
sculptures in conversation with works by fiber 
artist On-Kyeong Seong in the two-artist show 
Fiber & Fire at Cove Street Arts in Portland. His 
collaborative essay with wife Kate Mess (Visual 
Art & DET) on the theme of Thinking Through 
Making in his creative practice, “One Note Leads 
Me to the Next,” was also published in the Maine 
Arts Journal’s Fall 2025 issue. It may be viewed 
at https://maineartsjournal.com/jonathan-mess/ 

Bridget Wright (English) is the 2025 Lincoln 
County Teacher of the Year and a finalist for the 
Maine State Teacher of the Year. See story p. 10.

the Cross Country and Track teams. He regularly 
competes against with former LA teammate and 
current Hamilton runner Liam Card '23.
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Kellen Adickes has continued to pursue golf 
while studying at Palm Beach Atlantic University 
in Florida. Adickes took home the Junior Divi-
sion Title and placed 6th overall in the Maine 
Amateur tournament in July, 2025 at the Wa-
terville Country Club. Caddying for Adickes was 
long-time mentor and professional golfer, Cole 
Anderson.  

Elias Bassett is studying screenwriting and film 
at the University of Southern California in Los 
Angeles. See memoir p. 14.

Dylan Burmeister is attending Wellesley College 

in Massachusetts, where she is a member of the 
cross country team. A four-year member of the 
Lincoln Academy Talon staff and summer intern 
at the Lincoln County News, Dylan is continuing 
to pursue her love of journalism on the staff of 
the Wellesley News, and recently published a sto-
ry on the front page. 

Lila Drewes is studying advertising and business 
at Boston University. She says, “I absolutely love 
being right in the heart of the city and exploring 
new places. I loved growing up in Maine, and I do 
miss it, but I couldn’t picture myself anywhere 
else!”

Lincoln Academy Class of 2025 alums were inducted 
as 4th Class Midshipmen of the Regiment at Maine 
Maritime Academy after spending seven weeks as 
MUGS (Midshipmen Under Guidance). From left: Gabe 
Hanley, Sam Chapman, and London Hunter. London 
earned the recognition of Honor Mug for her company.  
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2025 classmates Noa Burchesky, Anna Lupien, Laila 
Brady, and Lila Drewes, are all attending college in 
Massachusetts, and they recently got together in Bos-
ton to compare notes on their first year of college.

Former LA cross country and track teammates Eliot 
O'Mahoney '24 (St. Lawrence) and Liam Card '23 
(Hamilton) often compete against each other in col-
legiate races.

Jack Duncan ‘23 and Elle Stevens ‘24

Ashly Campbell ‘24 and Kevin Crossley ‘24

Ingrid and Vincent Going

Faculty 
Notes

An essay by Jonathan and Kate Mess on the theme of 
Thinking Through Making is featured in the Fall 2025 
edition of the Maine Arts Journal.

A One Act version of The Machine Stops written by LA 
theater teacher Griff Braley was selected for the Maine 
Playwright's Festival in the summer of 2025.

https://www.maineartsjournal.com/jonathan-mess/
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LINCOLN ACADEMY ALUMNI 
Joyce E. Humason ‘49 of Alna, 10/30/24
Robert I. Waltz ‘50 of Jefferson, 11/10/24
Nancy (West) Ames ‘61 of Jefferson, 11/10/24
Rhonda D. (Clifford) Mott ‘80 of Damariscotta, 11/10/24
Stanley Waltz ‘72 of Nobleboro, 11/11/24
Carroll Arthur Lermond ‘63 of Barefoot Bay, FL & Damariscotta, 
11/12/24
David Cushing ‘77 of New Harbor, 11/13/24
Lawrence Macphail Vinal ‘76 of Augusta, 11/26/24
Cheryl Virginia Bailey ‘77 of Auburn, 11/27/24
Cynthia G. Allen ‘54 of Jefferson, 12/20/24
Sandra Dinsmore ‘65 of Newcastle, 1/2/24
Cindy Lee Goughnour ‘75 of Damariscotta, 1/6/25
Roland James McFarland ‘68 of Gorham, 1/27/25
Mary Elizabeth Gilman ‘62 of New Port Richey, FL, 1/28/25
Madelyn Verney Pierce ‘43 of Damariscotta, 2/24/25
Joanne Bailey Anderson Campbell ‘51 of Newcastle, 3/11/25
Shirley Irene Bartlett ‘70 of Lewiston, 3/28/25

Suzanne C. Phillips ‘61 of Waldoboro, 3/20/25
Mark Robert Allen ‘00 of Richmond, 4/14/25
Larry Michael ‘Mike’ Benner ‘70 of Damariscotta, 4/19/25
Mark H. Hewson ‘78 of Jefferson, 5/8/25
Brett Westhaver ‘83 of Round Pond, 5/18/25
Mary Jane Buchan ‘58 of Nobleboro, 5/27/25
Charles M. Martin ‘66 of Jefferson, 6/15/25
David J. Glidden ‘69 of Newcastle, 6/29/25
Benjamin Maynard ‘02 of Nobleboro, 6/25/25
Neil Genthner Sr ‘60 of Damariscotta, 7/29/25
Barbara J. Clark of Jefferson, 8/27/25 
Kevin John Nisbet '89 of New Harbor 10/24/25

ATTENDED LINCOLN ACADEMY
Jeanette A. Pierce of Nobleboro, 11/22/24
Douglas Orrin McLain Jr. of Walpole, 6/17/25

LINCOLN ACADEMY FACULTY & STAFF
Daniel A. Pinkham ’61 of Damariscotta, 12/6/24
Libby Mooney of Westport Island, 7/21/25

I N  M E M O R I A M

The Lincoln Academy community was 
deeply saddened by the passing of Eliza-
beth “Libby” Mooney on July 21st, 2025. 
Ms. Mooney was a longtime physics and 
math teacher and a member of the LA 
faculty from August 1998 to June 2021. 
She coached the math team to multiple 
state and conference titles, and contin-
ued to help with math team after she re-
tired right through the 2025 season.

Ms. Mooney was a tireless supporter of 
students in class and on the math team. 
She wanted everyone to love math and 
physics as much as she did, and would 
do anything from baking endless batches 
of brownies to staying long hours after 
school to help make that happen. Her 
enthusiasm was infectious, and multiple 
generations of Lincoln Academy students 
learned to love math–or at least dislike it 
less–because of her teaching.

In her retirement, Libby was still an ac-
tive member of the Lincoln Academy 
community, scoring swim meets and 
cheering on teams at Homecoming. 
She left a lasting impact on the Lincoln 
Academy family and she will be deeply 
missed. 

Libby served for many years as a firefight-
er in her hometown of Westport Island. 
In this capacity as well as her years spent 
as a working engineer before she decided 
to become a teacher, Ms. Mooney often 

encouraged girls who were interested in 
pursuing degrees in science, technology, 
engineering, and math to step outside of 
their comfort zone and do hard things.

Libby was remembered fondly by col-
leagues and several generations of for-
mer students, as well as friends, family 
and her fellow church choir members at 
Second Congregational Church in Wis-
casset  at a standing-room only memorial 
service in September of 2025. 

Many former students traveled long dis-
tances to attend the Memorial, including 
Quinn Straus '20, Jayden 
Brown '25, Vladie Sherrill 
'16, Will Sherrill '22, Maddy 
Archer '22, Chloe Tian ‘19, 
Lily Goltz '19, Rain She '18. 
Jemma Tang '19, Wendy Qin 
'19, and Antony Wu '19, and 
Gloria Tian '19.

We asked some former stu-
dents to send their remem-
brances of Libby.

International student Chloe 
Tian '18, who traveled from 
Seattle for the memorial ser-
vice, wrote, “I know a few 
people who were first em-
braced on a foreign soil by 
Ms. Mooney, a few people 
who were welcomed into the 
ream of mathematics for the 

first time by Ms. Mooney and now pur-
suing this discipline. To me, she was a 
tree - holding shade for countless passing 
souls who are forever impacted by her - 
and so so loved. I am blessed to experi-
ence her unique, precious and larger than 
life soul and be guided by her each day 
of my life.”

Former math team member Izzy Petersen 
'23 wrote, “Libby Mooney was the kind 
of teacher that you couldn’t ignore. She 
was furiously passionate, inexplicably en-
ergetic, endlessly generous, and unapol-
ogetic about all of it. Though her per-
sonality often spoke for itself, those who 
had the pleasure of knowing her under-
stood that Libby also had a quiet talent 
in noticing. She knew when you put in 
the hours, she sensed when you were at 
your wit’s end, she offered snacks when 
she could tell you needed them, and she 
did it all without a word and with a twin-
kle in her eye. Libby was an exceptional 
teacher because of her infinite love for 
math and physics. However, she was an 
exceptional person because she made it 
clear that no matter how much she cared 
about what she was teaching, she cared 
about you more.”

Libby Mooney at 2020 graduation.

Remembering Libby Mooney

Former Lincoln Academy science teacher 
and coach Dan Pinkham ‘61 passed away 
in December of 2024. He worked at LA 
for 27 years and coached girls basketball 
for 17 years. 

“Dan was one of the most colorful char-
acters on the faculty,” said Phil Page ‘70, 
who worked with him for many years. 
“He was part of a close-knit group of 
teachers who also coached that included 
Jeff Bradbury, Dan Day, Ken Lutte, and 

myself. We all supported each other in 
both teaching and coaching, and we ate 
lunch together almost every day.” 

Dan's teams won the 1982 Class B State 
Championship, the 1996 Class B State 
Runner-up, three Mid-Maine Confer-
ence championships, and four Class B 
Good Sportsmanship Awards, and had a  
career record of 240-108. He was induct-
ed into the Lincoln Academy Sport Hall 
of Fame and his 1982 team was inducted 

into the Mid-Coast Sports Hall of Fame.

“Coach Pinkham knew how to let us 
play to our strengths,” said Biz William-
son ‘82, a member of his state champi-
onship team. “He allowed us to thrive.”

“He was an excellent science teacher who 
was proud to always have his grades in 
before anyone else,” said Page. “He knew 
everyone in town, and served as a link 
between the school and the town. If you 
wanted to know what was going on in 
town, you could ask him. He usually not 
only knew the person, but had a nick-
name for them as well.”

Dan is part of a long line of LA graduates, 
including his brothers Gary Pinkham ‘59  
and Buzz Pinkham ‘73. His sons Dan 
‘86, Jon ‘89, and Josh ‘91 Pinkham all 
went to Lincoln, as well as many nieces, 
nephews, and grandchildren.

The Dan Pinkham ‘61 scholarship is en-
dowed in his name and given to a gradu-
ating senior each spring.

Remembering Dan Pinkham ‘61

The 1982 State Champion Grils Basketball team coached by Dan Pinkham ‘61

A number of residential graduates traveled to Newcastle for Libby 
Mooney’s memorial service in September. They stayed at the Tipsy 
Butler, owned by staff member Stephanie Cheney and her family. Pic-
tured here (back row from left): Chloe Tian ‘19, Stephanie Cheney, 
Hilary Petersen, Rain She '18. Front row from left: Jemma Tang '19, 
Jenny Mayher, Wendy Qin '19, and Antony Wu '19. Not pictured: Gloria 
Tian '19.
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Join 
Us!
for Community & Alumni Events

December 7, 2025
LA Concert Band and Wind Ensemble at 

Damariscotta Baptist Church

December 14, 2025
LA Concert Choir and Lincolnaires at St. Patrick's 

Church

March 2-6, 2026
Alumni Community Challenge  

March 21, 2026
LA Boosters Auction

June 5, 2026
2026 Commencement

June 12-14, 2026:
Alumni Weekend
June 13: Banquet

August 7, 2026
Linaca Music Festival

September 25-27, 2026
Homecoming 

September 26: Brunch & Hall of Fame Induction

Planning your Reunion? 
We can help!

Here are some things to consider:
•	 Get a few people from your class to work as a team. It’s more fun and you may have different ideas to make the event run 

smoothly. 
•	 Start planning at least six months in advance. You’ll need time to pick a location, set a date, and notify your classmates. 
•	 Some classes like potlucks or simple BBQs, others like catered events, and other classes prefer to meet at a restaurant. 

Which style is most likely to get the greatest attendance from your class?
•	 Consider holding your reunion around the same time as the LA Alumni Banquet June 13, 2026 so that your classmates can 

also participate in that. It’s great to see so many different classes represented at the Banquet, and a nice way to reconnect 
with LA.

•	 Reach out to the Community Engagement & Development Office to request contact information for your classmates. We 
keep our database as up-to-date as we can. If you hear of new addresses for your classmates, please let us know!

•	 When you have a date and location set, keep us informed! We can post the event on our website and include it in our 
monthly alumni email newsletter.

Reach out to start planning today!
Heather D’Ippolito 
Director of Community Engagement & Development
dippolito@lincolnacademy.org
207.563.3596 ext 2218

Yes, planning a reunion is a bit of work, but those who gather with their 
classmates are always grateful for the opportunity. It does not have to be 
complex or fancy. It’s about staying connected!

Benjamin Thorpe ‘03
Community Engagement & Development Associate 
thorpe@lincolnacademy.org
207.563.3596 ext 2215

mailto:dippolito%40lincolnacademy.org?subject=
mailto:thorpe%40lincolnacademy.org?subject=
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